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" T ?il •■: U* I T«'"' '32 \CTI7ITI.;s IN PUBLIC 

" •>;« 'IM. I *U4?' , HL\/ V)H:- <?0WA3WIi3NT 

?.ouse ol Representatives 1 , 

Subcommittee of the Couiritte^ 
or ?;n~ a»ericar. activities, 

*oou 3H, United 'States Courthouse 
Eoley ikjuare, Hew ork, K. Y. 

The su'^con'rti'.tee met, pursuant to call, at 10:0C a.m., in 
roo?- 33, United States Court House, Foley Square, Mew York, New 
Yoras, Honorable Clyde Doyle presiding. 

Present : Representatives Clyde Doyle (acting chairman), 

ant* *?ardon B. Coherer. 

*lao Present: Frank r. Tavenner, Sr., Counsel; Frank 
nocnri, Acting Clerk; and Mrs. Dolores Scotti, Investigator. 

\<v. "Doyle. The committee will please come to order. 

7hxs 10 a. a., on February 27, 1958, let the record show 
that pursuant to law and the rules of the Committee on Un- 
-...erican \ctivitiea of the House of Representatives, the chair- 
nan of the full committee, France E. afalter, appointed a 
subcommittee for the purpose of conducting these subcommittee 
hearings, the subcommittee consisting of Gordon H. Scherer of 
Ohio; Frances E. Walter, as chairman; and myself, Clyde Doyle 
of California, and on account of Francis E. Walter, general 
chairman being unable to accompany us, I, Cltfo© Doyle, am acting 
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as subcommittee chairman. The 
committee will be set forth in 
(The information referred 



% 

Order of Appointment of the Sub 
the record at this point* 
to follows:) 
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The subject and legislative purpose of this hearing are 
reflected by the following extract taken from the minutes of 
the meeting of the Committee on Un-American Activities on 
January 15, 1958: 

"A motion was made by Mr. Scherer, seconded by 
Mr. Willis and unanimously carried, approving and 
authorizing the holding of hearings in New York City 
on such a date or dates as the Chairman of the Committee 
may determine, and continuing from day to day, time to 
time, and place to place, until the hearings are com- - 
Pleted, and the conduct of investigations deemed reason- 
ably necessary by the staff in preparation ; therefore, 
relating to the following subjects and having the 
legislative purposes indicated: 

"1. The extent, character and objects of Com- 
munist infiltration and Communist Party propaganda 
activities in public housing, public welfare, and ' 
other agencies of New York City Government, the legis- 
lative purposes being: 

"(a) To determine whether a legislative recommen- 
dation should be made to Congress restricting the terms 
and conditions upon which Federal funds may be used by 
State and dity governments; 

"(b) To consider the strengthening of legisla- 
tion restricting the payment of annual contributions 



to public housing agencies in accordance with Section 
10 of the U. S. Housing Act of 1937, when housing units 
shall be occupied by a person who is a member of the 
Communist Party; 

11 (c) To obain additional information for use by 
the Committee in its consideration of Section 16 of 
HoR* 9352 relating to the proposed amendment of Sec- 
tion 4 ot the Communist Control Act of 1954 prescribing 
a penalty for knowingly and willfully becoming or 
remaining a member of the Communist Party with know- 
ledge of the purposes or objectives thereof; and 

"(d) To obtain additional information, adding 
to the Committee's over-all knowledge on the subject 
so that Congress may be kept informed and thus pre- 
pared to enact remedial legislation in the national 
defense and for internal security, when and if the 
exigencies of the situation require it. 

ff 2. Any other matter within the jurisdiction of 
the Committee which it, or any subcommittee thereof, 
appointed to conduct this hearing, may designate, " 
Under the provisions of Public Law 601, 79th Congress, the 
Congress has plaoed upon this Committee certain legislative and 
investigative duties, and in addition, the duty or exercising 
continuous watchfulness over the execution of any laws, the 
subject matter of which is within the jurisdiction of this 
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Committtee. Accordingly, within the framework of this broad 
jurisdiction and objective, this subcommittee of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities is here in New York ' today and 
tomorrow for the purpose of receiving testimony concerning 
Conmclst techniques and tactics of infiltation and the extent, 
character, and objects of Communist Party propaganda activities 
in public housing, public welfare, and other agencies of the 
City of Hew York. 

In response to the mandate from the Congress to keep con- 
stant surveillance over existing security legislation, the Com- 
mittee is constantly surveying the operation of the Internal 
Security Act of 1950, the Foreign Hegistration Act, the various 
espionage statutes, the Communist Control Act of 1954, and 
similar laws for the purpose of keeping Congress informed of 
the manner in which laws are being administered and for the 
purpose or recommending any needed legislative amendments. 
This mandate will be carried out at this hearing. 

The Committee, operating through its staff, recently form- 
ulated an Omnibus Security Bill, H.R. 9352, which represents the 
most comprehensive effort ever made to deal with all problems 
in the field of internal security. This bill combines numerous 
proposals for empowering the Government to combat the various 
aspects of the Communist conspiracy, which are not dealt with 
adequately in our present laws. It is the hope of the Committee 
that factual information obtained at this hearing will be of 




assistance in the consideration of the numerous provisions of 
this bill. | 

The Committee is especially desirous of obtaining addi- 
tional information for use in its consideration of Section 16 
of H.R. 9352, relating to the proposed amendment of Section 4 
of the Communist Control Act of 1954, prescribing a penalty for 
knowingly and willingly becoming or remaining a member of the 
Communist Party with knowledge of the purpose or objective 
thereof. 

The Gtfinn Amendment in the United States Housing Act of 
1937 has been considered by the Department of Justice as tempor- 
ary legislation which has expired. This amendment provided in 
substance that no housing unit constructed under the act should 
be occupied by a person who is a member of an organization 
designated as suversive by the Attorney General. The Committee 
is especially anxious to determine the need for reenactment of 
legislation of this character in the light of court decisions 
hitherto dealing with this specific amendment, 

The subcommittee has determined that this hearing will be 
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in executive session, and all testimony taken and all documents 
introduced in evidence shall be received and given as full con- 
sideration for all purposes as though introduced in open session. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Mr. Chairman, I would like for you 
to swear Mr. Gouldin. 



Mr. Doyle. Will you please rise and be sworn? Do you 
solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Gouldin. I do. 
Mr. Doyle. Thank you. 

TESTIMONY OF HARRY GOULDIN, ACCOMPANIED 
BY COUNSEL, JOSEPH C. NAVARRA, 6408 NEW 
UTRECHT AVENUE, BROOKLYN 19, NEW YORK 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 
Mr. Gouldin. Harry Gouldin. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 
Mr. Gouldin. G-o-u-l-d-i-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness 
please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Navarra. Joseph C. Navarra, 6408 New Utrecht Avenue, 
Brooklyn. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Gouldin? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. July 10, 1909, in Palestine. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country? 

Mr. Gouldin. 1913. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen? 
Mr. Gouldin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized? 
Mr. Gouldin. I am naturalized on my father's papers. 



Mr. Tavenner. What was your father's name? 

Mr. Gould in. Benjamin Gould in. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was he naturalized? 

Mr. Gould in. I don't remember the exact date, I think 
it was September 1922 or something like that. I am not sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did he obtain his naturalization? 

Mr. Gould in. The Southern District Court of the United 
States, the Southern District Court here in New York City. 

JSr. Tavenner. Yes. 

How are you now employed, Mr. Gould in? 

Mr. Gouldin. . This question I cannot answer because of 
exposure. I am afr&id I will lose my job. Therefore, I can't 
answer this question. 

Mr. Tavenner . The committee has information that you hold 
a position as a housing manager, or at least you recently held 
the position of housing manager of the New York City Housing 
Authority s is that correct? 

Mr, Gouldin* I do not work for the Housing Authority* 

Mr. Tavenner* Have you worked for the Housing Authority? 

Mr. Gouldin* 1 refuse to answer that question on the 
grounds that I seek protection of the Fifth Amendment, because 
it will incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Gouldin, how could the mere fact that 
you are employed by or were employed by the New York Housing 
Authority incriminate one? \ 
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Mr. Scherer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that you direct the 
witness to answer that question. 

Mr. Doyle. I direct you, Mr. Gouldin, to answer that 
question. We believe it is very pertinent. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Navarra. May I give an explanation why that question 
cannot be answered as yet? 

Mr. Doyle. Counsel, under our committee rules, we regret 
it has been necessary and is necessary to restrict the province 
of counsel in the committee meetings to advising his client 
because we simply do not have time to hear arguments by counsel, 
so if you will cooperate with us on that rule, which has been 
a long-standing rule, We regret that it is true, but it is true 
that we do not have the time possibly to hear arguments of 
counsel. 

Mr. Navarra. My answer would be just in a few words. I 
do not intend to elaborate. 

Mr. Doyle. You instruct your client. We are sorry that 
the rule has to be enforced. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I have an action pending in the State Supreme 
Court whiah by answering that question may jeopardize my rights. 

Mr. Tavenner, What type of an action is this that you 
refer to? 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, I don't understand. You ask me to give 
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an answer to the question. I gave an answer and you are further 
going into the matter. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I want to know what kind of an action 
this is in the Appellant Court or the Supreme Court, did you say, 
to which you refer? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. The case is coming up in March, special 
term, part 1. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it a civil case or a criminal case? 

Mr. Gouldin. Civil. I believe it is civil, Counsel? 

Mr. Navarro. It is civil. 

Mr. Scherer. You may have a good basis for refusing to 
answer the question; but in order for us to determine whether 
or not you have a proper basis for refusing to answer on the 
grounds that you have a case pending, I think we are entitled 
to know or should know what the nature of the case is. V/hat 
kind of case is it? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin, It is to be reinstated on the job. 

Mr. Scherer. Were you dismissed from your job? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. Yes. 

Mr. Scherer. That is a matter of public record. You 
should not hesitate to tell us that. 
Mr. Navarro. Yes. 



Mr. Scherer. You were dismissed for what reason? For 
what reason did they claim they dismissed you? I am not say- 
ing you should admit they are right. I am saying what were the 
reasons that the authorities advanced for dismissing you from 
the job. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I cannot go into the reasons right now. until 
2 get a reply from the New York City Housing Authority. 

Mr. Scherer. Was it the New York City Housing Authority 
that brought the action against you? 

Mr. Gouldin. Yes. 

Mr. Scherer. That resulted in your dismissal? 
Mr. Gouldin. Yes. 

Mr. Scherer. And what was the basis that they allege? I 
am not saying that they are right. 

Mr. Gouldin. Look. I answered the question, that the case 
is up in the Supreme Court. I cannot give an answer. We are 
fighting it so what's the point of giving the answer? 

Mr. Scherer. It is a matter of public record is it not, 
sir, what charges were made? 

Mr. Gouldin. « it is a matter of public record why was 
I brought here then? 

Mr. Scherer. Just a minute, i never heard of you before 
I came here this morning, sir. so if it is a matter of public 
record what action the Housing Authorities took against you, 
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then you cannot hide. 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, then ~ 

Mr. Scherer. Just a minute, Then you cannot invoke any 
Fifth Amendment. We are Just asking you what that charge was.. 
That is all. 

Mr. Gouldin. The action taken was I was dismissed. 
Mr. Scherer. I understand. I say for what reason? 
Mr. Gouldin. The answer I gave you. Thre reason will be 
given to me because I am fighting the reason. 
Mr. Scherer. What reason did they say? 
Mr. Gouldin. I don't know the reason. 
Mr. Scherer— Oh, you do not know the reason? 
Mr. Gouldin. No. 

Mr. scherer. That is an answer if you do not know the 
reasons. 

Mr. Gouldin. I am fighting it. 
Mr. Scherer. What? 

Mr. Gouldin, I am fighting it in the State Supreme Court. 

Mr. Scherer. You do not know why they dismissed you. 
They made no allegations against you? 

Mr. Gouldin. They made allegations which I am fighting. 

Mr. Scherer. That is what I want to know. What allega- 
tion they made against you. I am not saying that the allega- 
tion is true or not asking you to admit it. All I want to 
know is what the authorities said you did that warranted 
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discharge. What are those allegations? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 

Mr. Scherer. That is some place in a public record. V/e 
do not have to go and get that public record * You have to tell 
us. If you do not tell us, I think you are in contempt. 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I still seek protection of the Fifth Amend- 
ment because I don't want to repeat the reason for the dismissal. 

Mr. Scherer. Now* Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that 
it is obvious that there are allegations pending by the author- 
ity that dismissed him in a public forum, i think that he 
should be directed to answer the question: What allegations 
have been brought against him which resulted in his dismissal? 
I ask that you direct the witness to answer my question. 

Mr. Doyle. Yes. 

Witness , I direct you to answer the question, and believe 
it is a proper and pertinent question. 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the grounds that it 
will incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Doyle. May I ask this question witness: Were you 
given a hearing by the Public Housing Authority before you were 
dismissed? Did they call you in to their hearing room and give 
you a hearing where you appeared? 

Mr. Gouldin. X reserve the right under the Fifth Amendment 
to refuse to answer the question on the ground it will incriminate 
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and degrade me. 

Mr. Scherer. To answer the question as to whether you 
had a hearing on these charges would degrade you? 

Mr. Gouldin. Because further questions on this question 
will tend to incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Doyle. May I instruct you to answer that question by 
me, please, as to whether or not you had a hearing before the 
Public Housing Authority? 

Mr. Gouldin. That is the best answer I can give. 
Mr. Scherer. We understand you are refusing to answer. 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
\ Mr ' Gouldin- I also don't know whether it would constitute 

a hearing. There was no counsel or anything «£ that sort there. 

Mr. Doyle. Well, were you called before a group of the 
Public Housing Authority in New York either with your counsel 
or without your counsel? Were you called into a hearing where 
they asked you any questions before they dismissed you? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Gouldin. It wasn't a hearing. It was an investiga- 
tion from the Department of Investigation of New York City. 

Mr. Doyle. May I adopt that then as a sort of meeting 
that I had in mind that there was some hearing or some investi- 
gation by the Public Housing Authority, at which they asked you 
questions in the investigation? Was that it? 
Mr. Gouldin. In the investigation, yes. 



Mr. Doyle. Then later they sent you a notice of dismissal, 
did they — 

Mr. Gouldin. That is right. 

Mr. Doyle. — in writing, and in that notice of dismissal 
did they tell you what they thought they should do as to dis- 
missing you? 

Mr. Gouldin. No. They just said I was dismissed. 

Mr. Doyle. Just dismissed without giving you any reason? 

Mr. Gouldin. No, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. That is all. 

Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. And this civil action that you now refer to 
is an action instituted by you to regain your employment? 
Mr. Gouldin. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you a few general questions 
regarding your background. Will you tell the committee, please, 
what your formal educational training has been? 

Mr. Gouldin. I have a bachelor of social gta&fMte 
City College of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you receive that degree? 

Mr. Gouldin. 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment since 1935, 
just briefly, your record of employment? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, I held skilled trades. I was a cutter. 



Jranner. Will you give the app: 



Mr. TaVenner. Will you give the approximate dates? 
Mr. Gouldin. Well, sir, this is a matter of 22 years, sir. 
Mr. Tavenner. I know. And I am only asking you to state 
it briefly and to the best of your recollection. 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, I will just give you the various trades. 
I don't know about the approximate dates. 
Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Gouldin. I was a cutter from 1935 to 1938. Then I 
went into business, from 1938 to about '41. Then I went into — 
Mr. Tavenner. What type of business? 

Mr. Gouldin. General merchandising. 1941 to 1947 I was — 
I did some cutting for a fur firm, and — 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. From '48 to f 50 I was a salesman I think, 
and from 1950 till June f 55 I was employed by the New York City 
Housing Authority. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any other city positions or 
employment other than the one you have referred to? 

Mr. Gouldin. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which one of the projects in the New York 
City Housing Authority was it that you ^ere connected with? 

Mr. Gouldin. I never worked for a project. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the type of position that you held 
with the authority? 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, 1 worked on what they call site for the 



division of hosing authority called cite management. 
Mr. Tavenner. Cite management? 

Mr. Gouldin. Yes. I was involved in the clearing of 
tenants from areas that were condemned by New York City for 
the New York City Housing Authority, to relocate these tenants 
in order to build a project. 

Mr. .Tavenner. what other duties did you have besides the 
duty of clearing of tenants? 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, collect rents, interview tenants for 
possib]y placing them into other projects, finding locations 
for them, and so forth. 

Mr. ravenner. Could it be said, then, that your position 
was in the central office of the housing authority? 

Mr. Gouldin. No, sir. it was in an office on the cite 
that was condemned. 

Mr. 'ravenner. But you were employed through the central 
office? 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, everybody is employed through the cen- 
tral office. 

Mr, Tavenner. You were an employee of the central office, 
were you not? 

Mr. Gouldin. I am an employee of the New York City Housing 
Authority. Where the central office puts somebody is up to 
them. I have nothing to say as to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was this cite that you spoke of? 
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Mr.' Gouldin. Well, there were various cites during the 
5 years. I always worked on cites. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are the cites that you worked on? 

Mr. Gouldin. Washington cite. The project is now up. 
Jefferson cite. I think it is up now. 

Mr. Tavenner. By "up" what do you mean? 

Mr. Gouldin. The project is now in operation, people are 
living there and so on. *nd then I worked in the Smith cite. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell the name. 

Mr. Gouldin. 3-m-i-t-h. Alfred E. Smith houses is now 
on the location. And various other cites. 

Mr; Tavenner. What are the other cites? 

Mr. Gouldin. One I worked in Queens whia£ was where the 
tenants were relocated in a barracks sort of housing. They had 
the veterans ' housing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did it have a name? 

Mr. Gouldin. Yes. It was called the Regal Park houses, 
I believe. And these tenants had. to be relocated because a 
factory installation was built by the name of Boulava Watch 
Company. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now are there any others? 
Mr. Gouldin. Well, I think I worked in the Brevoort site 
a couple of months. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the name? 
Mr. Gouldin. Brevoort. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Spell it. 

Mr. Gouldin. B~r~e-v~o-o-t . 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall another? 

Mr. Gouldin. I don't think so. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the last cite at which 
you worked? 

Mr. Gouldin. Jefferson, 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you work there? 

Mr. Gouldin. I would say about a year. Incidentally,! 
got an excellent rating for the work that I did there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that include the review of applicants 
for tenancy at Jefferson? 

Mr. Gouldin. I didn't review the applicants. tfe asked for 
information for purposes of putting them into projects. 

Mr. Tavenner. I see. In other words, you helped to ob- 
tain the applicants. 

Mr. Gouldin. No. The applicants were there on the cite. 
It was no fault of their own that jmw York City condemned the 
cite. They had to come into the office to be relocated. They 
were forced. They v/ere evicted. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, Mr. Gouldin, our investigation dis- 
closes that as of December 31, 1956, there were 25 Federal 
housing projects in the New York area involving 23,806 apart- 
ments, 22 State projects involving 2-3,657 apartments, 25 city 
projects involving 24,253 apartments, the sum total of these 



projects consisting of 82,716 apartments'. 

Our investigation further discloses that there were par- 
tially occupied projects. at that time as follows: 6 Federal 
involving 10,400 apartments, 3 state involving 2,745 apartments, 
1 city project involving 534 apartments, making a total in this 
category of 13,679 apartments. 

Our information also is that there were projects under con- 
struction at that time as follows: 3 State projects involving 
5,091 apartments, 2 city projects involving 2,597 apartments, 
making a total under this category of 7,616 apartments. 

Our information also is that there were a number of pending 
construction projects at that time consisting of 18 Federal pro- 
jects involving 15,230 apartments, 10 State projects involving 
8,597 apartments, and 8 city projects involving 6,549 apartments, 
making a total under this category of 30,376 apartments. 

That, in all, means virtually 130,000 to 135,000 apartments. 
Our information also is that as to the projects that were 
occupied on December 31, 1956, there were approximately 360,000 
people and that these 360,000 people constituted a population 
in excess of the population of any city in the United States 
other than 30; in other words, there were only 30 cities in the 
United States that had a population greater than the population 
of these apartments. This is a huge undertaking and a huge- 
project. 

The committee is interested in knowing whether or not in 
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these projects which we have referred to there were organized 
groups of the Communist Party as tenants and also whether or 
not there were organized groups of Communists consisting of 
employees in this big administrative agency. 

From information that the committee had it was considered 
that you could be of help to this committee in describing the 
extent and the character of these activities that 1 have refer- 
red to. The committee desires to call on you to give it what 
information you have. 

So, first, let me begin by asking you whether or not there 
were persons known to you to be members of the Communist Party 
who were among the administrative employees of the authority. 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer that question on the 
grounds of the First and Fifth Amendments — On the Fifth Amend- 
ment as I previously stated; the First Amendment on the question 
of my job I had to be associated with certain people, I didn't 
know who they were, and so forth. I must answer on these 
grounds . 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not asking you to guess. I am not 
asking you to tell this committee that you think so and so may 
have been a member of the Communist Party. That is not my 
question. I only want the facts as you may know them, and my 
first question was merely this: Were there members of the 
Communist Party within the agency? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 



Mr. Gouldin. I just did my job. I did not go into the 
political background, and I still reserve might right under the 
First and Fifth Amendments to refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say you did not go into their 
political views that is an indication that you don't know, if 
you don't know, that would be an answer to the question. 
Mr. Gouldin. Then I don't know. 

Mr. Tavenner. You don't know whether there were any per- 
sons who were members? 

Mr. Gouldin. I just did my job. I didn't ask political 
questions. That was not my job. This job was to relocate the 
tenants and build the area and get them out on the project. 
That is what I did. And I got an excellent rating, too. 

I think these questions are beside the point anyway. You 
are not asking me about my job. You are asking about certain 
things that have nothing to do with the job. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned what your job was, during the 
course of these hearts, and I » going to give you an oppor- 
tunity to tell me more about it, if y0 u will. 

Right now I am asking about the Communist Party membership 
of any persons employed in this agency. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Tavenner. And 1 understood you to say that you didn't 
know of any members of the Communist Party employed by the 
agency. Am I correct in that? 
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Mr. Gouldin. I can't say yes or no to that question. I 
don't know. The best answer I can give is that I did my job 
and I still reserve iny right under the First and Fifth Amend- 
ments to associate with anybody in connection with doing the 
job. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course you did. 
Mr. Gouldin. That is it. 

Mr. Taveimer. . You had that right and no one is denying 
that. But I am asking you whether or not in the exercise of 
that right you discovered that there were members of the Com- 
munis t Party employed by this agency. 

Mr. Gouldin. How could I discover if there were members 
of the Communist, Party if I just did my job? Do you think I 
would have gotten an excellent rating if I did other than my 
job? 

Mr. Scherer. Yes, you got fired. 

Mr* Tavenner. Let me put it this way to you — 

Mr* Gouldin* I got fired because they asked m© questions. 
Well, what's the vise? 

Mr. Tavenner. You said how could you. possibly know when 
you were doing nothing but tending to your job. Let me ask you, 
we 3 you a member of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. First of all, I wish to say that since the 
member of this committee said I was fired I would like to point 



out that the Civil Service Commission gave me the excellent 
rating after I was fired. And furthermore I refuse to answer 
the question. I seek the protection of the Fifth Amendment, 
and I refuse to answer the question on the grounds it will 
incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Scherer. If that is your position, you were not 
acting in good faith a moment ago when you told us you could 
not. possibly know about Communist Party membership because you 

only tended.: to your job. 

Mr. Gouldin. I am answering to this question you asked 
me whether I was a member of the Communist Party on the same 
basis I said before. There is a civil case pending and anything 
I say here will prejudice me and I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now I have asked you about your various 
employments, and I think you indicated I didn't ask you enough 
about your duties. You were a housing manager, weren't you? 

Mr. Gouldin. No, sir. I was not. • 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not. What was your exact title? 
Mr. Gouldin. Housing assistant. 

t 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that mean assistant manager? 
Mr. Gouldin. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What does housing assistant mean? 
Mr. Gouldin. I was under the supervision of a housing 
manager . 

Mr. Scherer. What was your job? 
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Mr. Gouldin. I explained my duties before , sir. 
Mr. Scherer. I am not interested. What was the title of 
your job? 

Mr. Gouldin. The title to the job was interviewer, plus 
the fact that I had — wait a minute — interviewer and block 
manager* 

Mr. Tavenner „ As you interviewed prospective tenants for 
the housing — 

Mr. Gouldin. No, sir. I interviewed tenants to relocate 
them* If in the course of interviewing them they were eligible 
for public housing, then I would make an application based on 
their information. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you did interview prospective tenants 
for public housing. 

Mr. Gouldin. Some them, yes. I mean in the course of the 

job. 

Mr. Tavenner. In addition to that you were a block mana- 
ger. You managed a certain section of the public housing. 

Mr. Gouldin. That is right, collect the rents and find 
out about the maintenance of the buildings and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were tenant councils? 

Mr. Gouldin. What were tenant councils? 

Mr. Tavenner. What were tenant councils? 

Mr. Gouldin. Sir, I explained to you before. I was work- 
ing on a cite. There were no tenant councils on the cite. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what tenant councils are? 

Mr. Gouldin. I never came into contact with them while X 
was in the housing authority. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what they are is my question? 

Mr. Gouldin. Generally, in a very vague way. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any organized groups of the 
Communist Party made up of members of tenant councils? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Gouldin. I reserve the right under the Fifth Amendment 
and the First Amendment to refuse to answer this question on the 
grounds that it will incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you have given us the various employ- 
ments that you had. * 

Mr. Doyle. May I inquire, Counsel — 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. What is your question of the witness, does he 
have any knowledge of tenant councils? 

Mr. Tavenner. I did ask that question and then when he 
said — 

Mr. Doyle. I mean this last question. 

Mr. Tavenner. No. the last question was whether or not 
he had any knowledge of Communist Party membership of members 
of the tenant councils. 

Mr. Doyle. May I interrupt just to ask this question of 
the witness : Did you have knowledge of an organization within 
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any of the housing units that you dealt with of tenant councils? 

Mr„ Gouldin. Sir, I explained I was wording on a cite. 
There were no tenant councils on the cite. I never came into 
contact with them. I did my job that I was supposed to do on 
the cite. 

Mr. Doyle. I see. 

Mr. Gouldin. The houses were not built at the time. They 
were being demolished. How can you have a tenant council when 
buildings are falling all around you, with fires taking place, 
and what not? 

Mr. Doyle. I commend you for being complimented by the 
Civil Service Commission , of course. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wait a minute. I don T t know whether he 
was complimented. The State Civil Service Commission denied 
his appeal from dismissal on August 3, 1955. So i don't know 
whether he was complimented or not. 

Mr. Gouldin. I was complimented, sir, on the basis of my 
work, not on basis of my appeal. It seems my \voi*k has nothing 
to do with this investigation at all anyhow. 

Mr. Doyle. I assume when the witness tells the committee 
he was complimented by the Civil Service Commission he was. 

Mr. Scherer. That was before they caught up with him. 

Mr. Gouldin. Sir, I was complimented after I was fired, 
almost at the same time my appeal was turned down. 

Mr. Doyle. So I will be clear in my own thinking, Mr. 
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Tavenner, when were these tenant councils that you asked about? 
Were they only after the new housing was constructed, is that 
it? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 
Mr. Doyle. I see. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were councils of tennants after the 
apartments were occupied. 
Mr. Doyle. I see. 

Mr. Gouldin. That is right, and I had nothing to do v/ith 
any of these houses. 

Mr. Doyle. All right. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. V* ore did you live in 1939, Mr. Gouldin ~ 
1939 and 1940? 

Mr. Gouldin. I don't recall the exact address. I know it 
was in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was in Brooklyn? 
Mr. Gouldin. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you rerceraber the name of the street? 

, ;he witness conferred Pith his counsel. )* 

Mr. Gouldin. I think it Was — ^ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. My counsel advises me because there may. be 
an erroneous association with someone else that I refuse to 
answer this question on the grounds that it may tend to 
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incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction that the witness 
ansv/er the question? 

Mr . Doyle . Yes . 

I instruct you, Witness, to ansv/er the question. We 
believe it is pertinent and proper. 

Mr. Gouldin. Well, it was somewhere in the 40th Street. 
I don't recall the exact address. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would it refresh your recollection if I 
said it was probably 1420-40th Street? 

Mr. Gouldin. I am not sure that was the correct address. 
I don't recall really. It may have been the street. I don't 
know that was the address. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are not certain that was the address, 

1420? 

Mr. Gouldin. I don't know. It is 17 years ago, sir. I 
ca«s '* remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is right, and I am trying to help you 
by refreshing your recollection. 

Let me see if this will help you. I hand you an indepen- 
dent nominating petition of the Communist Party for the election 
in November 1941. At the bottom of it is a sworn statement 
signed by the name Samuel Gouldin, which gives the address as 
1420-40th Street. 

I will ask you about Samuel. Samuel was related to you, 



wasn't he? 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer the question on the basis 
of the First and Fifth Amendments as previously stated, 

Mr* Tavenner. Did you live at the same place as Samuel 
lived? 

Mr, Gouldin. I refuse to answer the question on the basis 
of the First and Fifth Amendments as previously stated, 

Mr. Tavenner, I hand you the document I mentioned and ask 
you to examine the signature of Samuel Gouldin.^1; the bottom 
and state whether or not to the best of your belief that is 
the signature of Samuel Gouldin. 

(The document was handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the feasis of the First 
and Fifth Amendments. as previously stated. 

Mr. Tairenner. I ask you to look at the name of the first 
signer on the list, and I will ask you to state the name you 
see thex*e and the address. 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the basis of the First 
and Fifth Amendments as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that not your name, that of Harry 
Gouldin? 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse .to answer, sir, on the same reasons 
given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. And does it not show that the residence of 
Harry Gouldin at that time v/as 1420-40th Street — 
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Mr. Gouldin. I refuse — 

Mr. Tavenner. Borough of Brooklyn. 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the same reason given 
before. 

Mr. Tavoxmer. Did you sign this — 

Mr. Gouldin. lAlv , may I interrupt? I further wish to say 
this petition is a 1941 petition. 
Mr . Ta vernier . Yes . 

Mr. Gouldin. I was brought down here — 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. 1 was brought down here for questioning of 
my duties for the housing authority. This has nothing to do — 
besides with the reservation I have under the Amendment of the 
Constitution, this has nothing to do with this inquiry. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. Mr. Doyle made the statement before that this 
inquiry was made only pursuant to certain law© and the question 
of funds from the Federal Government to city and local govern- 
ments for the purpose of building projects. 

Mr. Doyle. May X interrupt? I suggest, Witness, that 
now that you voluntarily identified this instrument — 

Mr. Gouldin. I did not voluntarily identify. He told me 
it was a 1941 petition. 

Mr. Doyle. You said it was a petition of 1941. 

Mr. Gouldin. He said so. 



Mr. Doyle. You said so. 

Mr. Gouldin. He said so, and I was repeating what he 

said. 

Mr. Doyle. I see. I suggest you do not copy him. 

Mr. Gouldin. Okay. I won't do it in the future. 

Mr. Doyle. Because he is trying to be helpful to you, 
however, and refresh your memory, and I think as long as you 
use that language that that was a petition of 1941 that you 
might want to go on now and identify your signatui*e. 

Mr. Gouldin, I am only repeating what he said, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. Oh, I see. 

Mr. Tavenner. You raised the question of the relevancy 
of this document. I think it has been made relevant by the 
fact that ' you would not answer any question that I asked you 
about your membership in the Communist Party while employed 
by the authority. 

So my question now is whether or not you were a member of 
the Communist Party on the 15th day of September 1941? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. 1 reserve the right under thl First and Fifth 
Amendments, and I refuse to answer the question on the grounds 
that it will incriminate and degrade me. 

Mr. Scherer. May I ask one question? 

When were you naturalized? 

Mr. Gouldin. I told you I don f t remember the exa<3t date. 
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„ 0 was sometime in December. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. By derivative paper from my father in the 
Southern District Court of New York sometime in December of 
1925 or '22. I don't recall the exact date. I have been voting 

every election since. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
that time in December 1925, the date of your derivative citizen- 
ship? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
' Mr. Scherer. If you are naturalized as result of your 
father's naturalization, no action can be taken by the Depart- 
ment of Justice, can it? 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not think so. 

Mr. Scherer. It is only when you are naturalized on the 
basis of your own application, is that right? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. I think that is correct. 

Mr. Navarra. That is right. I agree with that. 

Mr. Gouldin. What is the question again? 

Mr. Tavenner. The question I asked you was whether or not 
you were a member of the Communist Part at the time that you 
became naturalized through the naturalization of your -father. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. Ax the time my father was naturalized I was 
a minor, and I was going to school at that time. I went to a 



Mr. "Tavenner. Were you a member of any organization of 
the Communist Party at that time? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 

Mr. Scherer. Did the witness say he graduated from the 
City College of New York? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Gouldin. Since I was a minor at that time and since I 
was working after school, I don f t remember belonging to any 
organization, and further I reserve the right under the First 
and Fifth Amendments not to answer the question, specifically. 

Mr. Scherer. Were you a minor all the time at City College 
of New York? 

Mr. Gouldin. I don't understand that question, sir — 
Was a minor or? 

Mr. Scherer. *Vhile you were at the City College of New 
York? 

Mr. Gouldin. I was not a minor; I was an adult. 

Mr. Scherer. That is what I want to know. Did you belong 
to the Young Communist League while you were at City College of 
New York? 

Mr, Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the basis of the First 
and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Scherer. I put it to you as a matter of fact and ask 
you to affirm or deny the fact that you were associated with 
the Communist Party while you were at the City College of New 
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York. 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the basis of the First 
and Fifth \mendroents and the grounds stated previously. 

Mr. Scherer. There were quite a few Communis t activities 
at the City College of New York at that time, were there not? 

Mr. Gouldin. Furthermore, I don't think it is material 
to this inquiry. 

Mr. Doyle. May I ask the witness, Mr. Tavenner? 

What was there about the Communist Party during the time 
you were in City College of New York that now makes you plead 
your Constitutional privilege. Was there something bad about 
it at this time? 

Mr. Gouldin. Sir, I have the right to plead the First and 
Fifth Amendments under the Constitution. 

Mr. Doyle. Sure you do, and there is no question about it 
and thank God there is our Constitution. 
Mr. Gouldin. I agree with you. 

Mr. Doyle. Just as a matter of trying to help Congress 
understand it, was there something about Communist Party activi 
ties in the City College of New York away back there when you 
were at the College that makes you feel that it was in bad 
repute then? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. Since I haven't got specific knowledge of 
what went on in City College — 



Mr. Doyle . I know. 

Mr. Gould in. — I reserve my right under the First and 
Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Doyle 9 Is there something that you did know about it 
then that now you can help us understand about it? What was 
there about it that you did know if anything that will help us? 

Mr. Gouldin. I did not know at that time. 

Mr. Doyle. All right then. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence, Mr. Chairman, 
the photostatic copy of the nominating petition for the year 
1940 and ask that it be marked Gouldin Exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Doyle. It will be so received and so marked. 

(The chairman received the document.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I object to that. There is no proper foun- 
dation laid for this. 

Mr. £fc>yle # You see, Witness, this is not a court. We do 

not ~~ 

Mr. Gouldin. If it is not a court, why are you treating me 

t 

as if I am guilty of something? 

Mr. Doyle. This is an investigation, the same as you have 
been before before. In other words, we are trying to get the 
facts whatever they are. 

Mr. Gouldin. In other v/ords, you have the right to pre- 
sent evidence, but I haven f t? 

Mr. Doyle. We are asking you to present evidence. 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 

Mr. Doyle. T tfe have asked you about this nominating peti- 
t-ion, for instance, that is evidence. 

Mr. Gouldin. I explained before I cannot give evidence on 
account of the prejudice before the State Supreme Court, 

Mr. Scherer. Is that the only reason you are refusing? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. That is one of the reasons, sir. And also on 
the basis of First and Fifth Amendments. 

Jflr. Tavenner. Mr. Gouldin, I hand you 10 photostatic 
copies of nominating petitions for councilman of the Borough 
of Brooklyn for the year 1945. 

Mr. Gouldin. May I interrupt, sir? Again this has nothing 
to do with the inquiry under question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine them, please, and state 
whether or not at the bottom of each nominating petition there 
is an affidavit showing you circulated the petition and that 
that affidavit is signed by you? 

(A document was handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Gouldin. Just a momexrt, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I reserve the right under the First and Fifth 
Amendments to refuse to answer this question as stated previous- 
ly, and furthermore this type of thing has nothing to do with 
the inquiry in this investigation. 
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Mr, Doyle. May I refresh the witness's memory? 

I am sure, Witness, you were here in the hearing room all 
through my reading of the preliminary statement. You and your 
counsel were. So you heard me read that statement, did you not? 

Mr. Gouldin. Yes. But this is going back a matter of 15 
and 20 years. I mean this is not pertinent in my opinion. 

Mr. Doyle. We think it is very pertinent. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I reserve my rights under the First and Fifth 
Amendments and refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Doyle. You have that right when it is in good faith, 
certainly. 

Mr. Gouldin. It is in good faith, sir. 1 * 

Mr. Doyle. I put that limitation on it. As I understand 
it where it is an honest claim of the right and in good faith, 
every American citizen can claim it. But we are interested in 
seeing among other things the extents to which the Communist 
Party even way back in 1945 had its ugly fingers into the public 
housing of New York City. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the 10 documents. 

Mr. Gouldin. May I point out something, sir? May I 
interrupt? 

Mr. Doyle. Yes, go ahead. 

Mr. Gouldin. You gentlemen think I am protecting somebody. 
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Mr. Doyle. No, I do not think so. 

Mr* Gouldin. I am not protecting anybody. I reserve my 
rights as a citizen under the Constitution, and I invoke the 
First and Fifth Amendments and refuse to answer these questions . 

Mr. Doyle. I hoped you would not protect the Communist 
conspiracy. That is what we are interested in. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I desire to offer the 10 documents in 
evidence and -ask that they be marked Gouldin Exhibits 2 to 11 
inclusive. 

Mr.. Doyle. They will be so received and so marked. 

(The chairman received the documents.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I object to this on the same grounds as 
before c There was no foundation laid for presenting this. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
November 1945? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I reserve my right under the First and Fifth 
Amendments, and I refuse to answer the question; and furthermore 
you are assuming because of these petitions — 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you circulate nominating petitions for 
councilman for the Communist Party in the Borough of Brooklyn 
in the year 1943? 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer this question on the 
basis of the First and Fifth Amendments, and furthermore it has 



nothing to do with this inquiry. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you 3 photostatic copies of 3 Com- 
munist Party petitions, and ask you whether or not you see at 
the end of each an affidavit that you circulated them signed by 
you. 

(The documents were handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the same grounds as 
given before on the basis of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer those 3 documents in 
evidence and ask that they be marked Gouldin Exhibits Nos. 12 
to 14 inclusive. 

Mr. Doyle. They will be so received and so marked. 
(The chairman received the documents.) 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Gouldin, I object on the same basis. There has been 
no foundation laid for this. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 

November 1943? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. 2 answered that question before. 

Mr, Tavenner. Ho. 

Mr. Gouldin. I have answered that I refused to answer on 
the basis of the First and Fifth intendments, and- it has nothing 
to do with this inquiry. 

Sir. Tavenner. X understood from your testimony that you 



first became employed by the New York Housing Authority in 1950, 
Mr. Gouldin. 1 did not say so, sir. You are saying it 

now. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say you were employed 
there from 1950 to '55. If I am wrong in that, please correct 
me , 

Mr. Gouldin. Perhaps I said it. I don't recall. 
Mr, Tavenner. Was it correct? 

Mr. Gouldin. It is correct. But 1 thought you were pre- 
suming something. It happens to be correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and you happened to testify to it a 
few moments ago, or 1 wouldn't have known it. 

Mr/ Gouldin. I am sorry. 
• Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you were employed? 

Mr. Gouldin. Z refuse to answer the question on the 
basis of the First and Fifth amendments* 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how 
you obtaixied your employment? 

Mr. Gouldin. Through competitive examination. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scherer. Was the witness asked, Mr. Tavenner, about 
his membership in the Party today, as of this moment? 
Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 
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Mr.' Scherer. Witness, may I ask you: Are you a member 
of the Communist Party as of this moment? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Bdr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the basis of the First 
and Fifth Amendments because of an action pending in the State 
Supreme Court, also — 

Mr. Scherer. Is it not a fact, Witness, that you were 
dismissed from your job because of your Communist Party activi- 
ties? Is that not the reason you were dismissed? 

Mr. Gouldin. Because of an action pending I can't answer 
that question. 

Mr. Scherer. I ask you to direct the witness to answer '. 
that question. 

Mr. Doyle. That is a public record, Witness. 

Mr. Gouldin. And I think I answered efore. I received a 
letter stating I was dismissed, 

Mr. Scherer. All right. Are you telling us then that you 
do not know at this time why you were dismissed, for what rea- 
sons? 

Mr. Gouldin. I told you, that was what the letter said. 
I was dismissed. 

Mr. Scherer. You have no knowledge then 

Mr. Gouldin. I can guess but I — 

Mr. Scherer. — why you were dismissed. You said you can 
guess. What is your best guess? 



Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to guess. This is not a game here. 

Mr. Scherer. I put it as a matter of fact and ask you to 
affirm or deny the fact, that the charges made against you 
resulting in your dismissal were for your Communist Party 
activities in the housing project, is that not right? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. What was that last question, sir? I didn't 
hear it. - 

Mr. Scherer, Read it to him, will you, Mr. Reporter? 

(The reporter read from his notes.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the First and Fifth 
Amendments; and since there is an action pending for counsel to 
go into, I cannot answer this question. 

Mr. Scherer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Doyle. May I briefly inquire? Witness, do you remem- 
ber the date of that hearing or investigation that you say you 
were present at? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. It was sometime in May. 

Mr. Doyle. 1956, '57? This is »58. 

Mr. Gouldin. «55 I think it was. 

Mr. Doyle. And I suppose at that time they asked you, did 
they whether or not you ever had been a. member of the Communist 
Party? 



(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer because of the same rea- 
sons I said before on account of a case pending and on the basis 
of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Doyle. *'hen you answered Mr. Scherer and you claimed 
your Constitutional privilege, was your memory or your recollec- 
tion clear as to whether or not you ever had been a member of 
the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred v/ith his counsel.) 

Mr. Doyle. * mean when you are here before us is your 
memory perfectly clear now as to whether or not you ever were 
a Communist? 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the basis of the First 
and Fifth Amendments and because of the fact there is a case 
pending in the State Supreme Court. 

Mr. Doyle. Was your memory perfectly clear whenyou sat 
in with this investigation of the public housing authority as 
to whether or not you ever had been a Communist Party member? 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer on the same grounds I 
just previously stated. * 

Mr. Doyle. Have you any further questions, Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scherer. I have just one more question. 

Fitness, were the allegations made against you by the " 
housing authority, whatever those allegations might have been, 
resulting in your dismissal true or false? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 

Mr. Gouldin. I cannot answer you, and I refuse to answer 
on the same grounds as before. X already stated that 1 received 
a letter stating that i was dismissed. 

Mr. Scherer. Yes, but you want us to believe that you 
do not know why you were dismissed. 

(The v/itness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. Sir, I already answered the question about 
10 times. 

Mr. Soberer. No, you did not answer. You avoided that. 

Mr. Gouldin. I did not avoid. I answered the question 
on basis of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Scherer. You indicated you had no knowledge. 

Mr. Gouldin. X did not. I said I received a letter say- 
iug I was dismissed. 

Mr. Scherer. That is not the point. We know you received 
a letter and said you were dismissed and you now have an action 
pending trying to set aside that dismissal. The thing you 
avoid answering, and we asked you a dozen times, was what were 
the allegations made resulting in your dismissal. You tried 
to lead us to believe you had no knowledge what those allega- 
tions are. How silly do you think we can get? 

Mr. Gouldin. No. I am not silly. All I got in the letter 
was a statement of dismissal. That is all I got. That is why 
we are fighting the case. 
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Mr.' Doyle. May I inquire one more question? 

Did not that letter state that as result of a hearing, an 
investigation that you were present and answered questions as 
you did, whatever way you answered them, and did not that letter 
also state that as a result of either your refusal to answer 
questions or identify whether or not you were a member of the 
Communist Party or you did not remember whether or not you had 
ever been or something of that sort, therefore you were dis- 
missed? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gouldin. I refuse to answer the question on the 
grounds of the First and Fifth Amendments and the case pending 
in the State Supreme Court. * 

Mr. Doyle. You volunteered that you received a letter. 
I think therefore I have a right to ask you the contents of 
that let tor. 

Mr. Gouldin. I said as I remember it I was just dismissed 
period. 

Mr. Doyle. Yes. Did not that letter also state — 
Mr. Gouldin. I don't remember, sir. All I got in the 

letter was a very short letter saying I was dismissed because 

of a certain investigation that took place. 

Mr. Doyle. That is what I am getting at. The letter also 

stated that because of your answers in this investigation you 

were dismissed. That is what the letter said, did it not? 
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Mr. Gouldin. I don't recall, sir. All it said I was 
dismissed. 

Mr. Doyle. But it identified this investigation that had 
been held, did it not? 

Mr. Gouldin. It said, "At a certain investigation that 
was held and because of that investigation you are dismissed". 

Mr. Doyle. That is Just what I was asking you. 

Thank you very much. 

It did refer and identify the investigation at which you 
had been personally present and as result of that investigation 
you were dismissed. That is what it stated, was it not? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you very much. That is what I thought 
the letter said. 

Mr. Gouldin. I didn't, say anything. 

Mr. Doyle. I think you did. 

We find it necessary, Counsel and Witness, to continue 
this hearing under the present subpena which will be continued 
in full force and effect to May 6, 1958 in room 618 in this 
courthouse building, and the witness is instructed without 
further notice to be personally present at 10 a.m. in room 618 
in this courthouse building May 6, 1958. 

Thank you, Counsel. 

Mr. Navarra* Thank you. 

Mr. Doyle. And, Witness, you heard that direction, Mr. 



Gouldin. 

Mr* Gouldin. May 6, 1958, 

Mr. Doyle. May 6, 1958, 10 a, in. , room 618, this court- 
house . 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Tavenner, This is Mr. Beck, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr* Doyle. Mr. Beck, will you please rise and be sworn? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Beck. 1 do, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you. 

.TESTIMONY OF ABRAHAM BECK, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, LEONARD B. BOUDIN (RABINOWITZ & BOUDBQ 
25 BROAD STREET f NEW YORK 4, NEW YORK 

Mr. Ta vernier. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Beck. Abraham Beck. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Boudin, Leonard B, Boudin, 25 Broad Street, New York 

f 

Mr. Tavenner, When and where were^ you born, Mr. Beck? 

Mr. Boudin, May I address a question, Mr. Tavenner to 
you? I notice this is an executive session, I notice also that 
there are 3 or 4 people here whom I don f t recognize being mem- 
bers of the committee staff. May I ask v/ho they are? 
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Mr. Tavenner. They are not members of the committee staff. 
They are Government officials whose presence here has been 
agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. Boudin. May I ask since this is an executive session 
that I be told their names and their positions with the Govern- 

ment ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. Boudin. Mr. Boyle, may I have that information? 

Mr. Boyle. I do not think it is essential, Counsel. 

Your witness's rights are certainly not prejudiced by the 
presence in the hearing room of Government officials interested 
in this investigation. 

Mr. Boudin. I note an objection then to the committee's 
jurisdiction and to its proceeding. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Beck? 

Mr. Beck. I was born in Brooklyn, September 14, 1915. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Beck. 2736 Bronx Park Eas . 

Mr. Scherer. speak louder. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there? 
Mr. Beck. Oh, about 10 years or so. 
Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that where did you live? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mi*. Beck. Well, I have had several addresses, some of which 
I don't even remember because I didn't reside there for a long 



time, and at the time I came out of the Army I did not have an 
apartment, and it was very difficult to get an apartment at that 
time. But I lived at 2180 Holland Avenue in the Bronx f or - 
awhile. I lived on Bryant Avenue in the Bronx for a while. I 
can't remember the address. 

I lived on West Farms Road for a little while, a couple 

months or so, and various other places I just can't remember 

offhand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live at 866 West Beck street in the 
Bronx ? 

Mr. Beck. Oh, yes, that was before I >was married. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was before you were in the Army? 

Mr. Beck. Let me see. > 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go into the Army? 

Mr. Beck. I went in the Army in 1942, and I don't think 
I lived at that address at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it prior to that time, prior to your 
going into the Army that you lived at that address? 

Mr. Beck. Yes, I would say so, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Jould you tell the committee briefly what 
your educational training has been, your formal educational 
training? 

Mr. Beck, well, I went to a Jewish parochial elementary 
school and high school and went to City College. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you attend City College? 
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Mr. Beck. From around 1933 to 1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the Armed Forces of 
the United States? 

Mr. Beck. I was in from 1942 until 1945, a period of about 
3$ years or so. 

Mr. Tavenner. will you give us briefly your record of employ- 
ment since your return from the Armed Services? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer that question, Counsel, on 
the grounds of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held the position of assistant 
manager under the New York City Housing Authority? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer on the grounds of the First 
and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Scherer. Mr. Chairman, I ask you to direct the witness 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Doyle. Witness, I instruct you to answer the question. 
It is a public authority. Certainly it is a proper question 
and pertinent to this hearing. 

Mr. Boudin. I take it it is understood when the witness 
says First and Fifth the committee knows he is pleading his 
privilege against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Doyle. It will be so understood. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 



Mr. Beck. I decline, to answer the question on the grounds 
of the First and Fifth Amendments, on the grounds of pertinency 
and jurisdiction. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there a region in the Bronx known as 
Hunt's Point? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel) 
Mr. Beck. Yes, I think there is such a region. 
Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in that region? 
Mr. Beck. Yes, I Jived in that region. 
Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time? 
Mr. Beck. From about 1929 or so until after my return 
from the Army, I lived there for a short while. I believe this 
West Farms Road is considered part of that area, if I am not 
mistaken. Yes, that would be it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time while living in that 
area a member of the Hunt's Point Branch of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. The information of the committee is that 
you were employed as assistant manager in the iffew York Housing 
Authority at least until May 1955. We do not know over what 
period of time you were so employed. Will you tell the com- 
mittee? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer on the grounds of the reasons 
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previously given. 

Mr. Doyle. I will restate my instruction, Witness, that 
we believe it is a pertinent and proper question in the juris- 
diction of this hearing, and I instruct you to answer. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
of pertinency, jurisdiction, and the First and Fifth Amendments. 
Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed? 
Mr. Beck. The same answer as above. 

Mr. Scherer. "ait a minute. The question is what is his 
present employement. 

Mr. Doyle. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scherer. I think you should direct the witness to 
answer as to his present employment. 

Mr. Doyle. I was just getting ready to. Thank you. 

I instruct you,. Witness, to answer that question. It cer- 
tainly is pertinent and proper. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer for the same reasons as 
mentioned above. 

Mr. scherer. Witness, do you honestly feel to tell this 
committee at this time where you are employed might lead to a 
criminal prosecution? Do you honestly believe that? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer on the same reasons as 
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given above* 

Mr* Scherer. I ask, Mr, Chairman, that you direct the wit- 
ness to answer my question whether he honestly believes that to 
answer the question as to his present employment will lead to 

cr'minal prosecution. I understand the witness must answer yes 
to that question — 

Mr. Doyle. I instruct you to answer Mr. Scherer f s ques- 
tion* 

Mr. Scherer. — or he cannot invoke the Fifth Amendment. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. May we have the question repeated? 

Mr* Scherer. The question is, Witness, do you honestly 
believe that to tell this committee where you are presently 
employed might lead to a criminal prosecution? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beck. It might. 

Mr* Scherer. That is the proper answer. All right, if 
you honestly believe it. 

Mr. Tavenner* Mr. Beck, would you advise the committee, 
please, whether or not you are aware of the existence of organ- 
ized groups of the Communist Party made up in part of tenants 
in the New York City housing facilities? 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer on the same grounds as 
given above. 

Mr. ravenner. Will you advise the committee whether or not 
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you know of the existence of an organized group of the Com- 
munist Party known as the Industrial Workers Group or Branch 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Beck. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds given above. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware of the existence of member- 
ship in the Communist Party of employees of the New York City 
Housing Authority? 

Mr. Beck. I give the same answer as above. I decline to 
answer that question on the grounds of the First and Fifth 
Amendments . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
in May of 1955? 

Mr. Beck. I will answer the same way as above. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now as I advised you we have information 
that you were an assistant manager of this housing authority. 
Will you tell the committee what project of the housing author- 
ity you worked in? 

Mr. Beck. Same answer as above. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Beck. I give you the same answer as above. • 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scherer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Doyle. I have no questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think he should be held. 
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Mr. Doyle 9 Just a minute, Counsel, 

This hearing will be continued on over to May 6, 1958, 
10 a.m., in room 618 of this building. And your subpena, Wit- 
ness, will continue in full force and effect until that date. 

Mr. Tavenner. This is Mr. Garnett. Will you swear him in, 
please, sir? 

Mr. Doyle m Mr. Garnett, will you please rise and be sworn? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Garnett. I do. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you and have the witness chair. 

TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL GARNETT , ACCOMPANIED 

BY COUNSEL, ISIDORE G, NEEDLEMAN, 165 

BROADWAY, NEW YORK 6, NEW YORK 
Mr. Tavenner. State your name, please, sir, 
Mr. Garnett. Samuel Garnett. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name, please? 
Mr. Garnett. G~a-r~n-e~t-t. 

Mr* Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness iden- 
tify himself for the record, please? f 

Mr. Needleman. Isidore G, Needleman, 165 Broadway, New 
York 6, 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Garnett? 
Mr. Garnett. I was born in New York City in April 1910. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 
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Mr, Garnett. 474 Poplar Lane, Hempstead, Long Island . 
Mr. Ta vernier. How are you employed at this time? 
Mr. Garnett. Self-employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. First of all would you tell the committee, 
please, what your formal educational training has been? 

Mi% Garnett. Vfell, public high schools, high schools in 
Now York City, I graduated from the College of the City of 
Now York, and Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn* 

Sr. Tavenner. What were the dates of your graduation 
from those 2 institutions and the degrees you received? 

Mr. Garnett. Well, I don't remember the exact dates* I 
think City College was 1932. I received a bachelor in science 
degree. I don't recall whether it was in engineering or not. 
At Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn I graduated I think in 
'36. Thei*e I received a civil engineering degree. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in the Armed Services? 

Mr. Garnett. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what 
your employment has been since 1935 briefly, just a record of 
your employment? 

Mr. Cax*nett. I don't recall the exact dates now since 1935. 
I know I worked for the City of New York. That period of time 
I may have worked for other organizations. 

Mr- Tavenner. For the entire period of time? 

Mr. Garnett. No. There were times since '35 that I was 
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on leave of absence and worked for other organizations during 
that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What branches of the city government were 
you employed by? 

Mr. Garnett. Borough President of Manhattan. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the entire period of your city 
employment? 

Mr. Garnett. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What positions did you hold in the Borough 
President's office? 

Mr. Garnett. I was an engineer of various grades — 
Mr. Tavenner. What grades? 

Mr. Garnett. — since '35. Well, I donVt remember the 
exact title. I think it was assistant engineer, engineering 
assistant. It may, have been a junior engineer during that time. 
I don't recall the exact titles of various grades of engineering. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did your employment terminate in the 
office of the Borough President? 

Mr. Garnett. I think beginning *57. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have not had that employment since? 

Mr. Garnett. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what 
the nature of your duties were in 1957 as a civil engineer in 
the Borough President's office? 

Mr. Garnett. I designed viaduct structures for the 



Borough President's office* 

Mr* Tavenner* Over what period? 

Mr. Garnett* In '57. It was a very brief turn # It may 
have been the first 2 weeks of f 57* That was the only time I 
was there* 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that particular duty, what duty did 
you have? 

Mr. Garnett. That was my duty for several years rior to 

that. 

Mr. Tavenner* For how many years? 

Mr. Garnett. Several years. I don't remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Several years. Prior to that, what was the 
nature of your duties? 

Mr. Garnett* Well, I worked on field construction, worked 
in the field office inspecting construction work for the Borough 
President's office* 

Mr. Tavenner. What type of construction work? 

Mr. Garnett. Highway construction. The East River Drive 
was a particular project of mine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you performed any other government work 
for the community of New York, other than that in the Borough 
President's office? 

Mr. Garnett. No. I stated that the only office that I 
worked for was the Borough President's office. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you were on leave in various 



other types of work. 

Mr. Garnett. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mil you tell us what, please? 

Mr. Garnett. Engineering. 

Mr. Tavenner. Engineering work? 

Mr. Garnett. Always in engineering work. 

Mr. Tavenner. With private concerns? 

Mr. Garnett. With private concerns. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Garnett, the committee has information 
relating to the existence of an organized group of the Communist 
Party known as Industrial Workers or the Industrial Workers 
Branch of the Communist Party and that many employees of the 
City of New York were affiliated with this group of the Communist 
Party. The committee desires to learn more regarding the activ- 
ities of that group, what its composition was and its purposes. 

Are you aware of the existence of such a group? 

Mr. Garnett. May I speak to my counsel? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Garnett. I must decline to answer this under the pro- 
tection of the First and the Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Garnett, do you know of your own know- 
ledge of membership of employees by the State government in such 
an organization? 

Mr. Garnett. Again, I must decline to answer this under 



protection of the First and the Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that because you were a member of it? 

Mr. Garnett. I must decline to answer this on the protec- 
tion of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell this committee of any efforts 
made to transfer membership of Communists from neighborhood 
groups into this special group of the Communist Party? Do you 
know anything about that? 

Mr. Garnett. 1 must decline to answer this under the terms 
of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

I 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a meisiber of the Communist Party 
at any time while employed in the Borough President *s of f ice? 

Mr. Garnett. I must decline to answer this under the pro- 
tection of the First and Fifth Amendments.. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I thinJv it is a waste of 
time to ask this witness any further question, except this. 

Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mr. Garnett. I must decline to answer this under the 
terms of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Scherer. No question. 

Mr. Doyle. May I just ask 2 questions? 

Mr. Garnett, if you answered the questions that Mr. 
Tavenner has asked you about whether or not you were a member 
of the Communists' group and so forth, if you answered those 
questions truthfully instead of pleading your Constitutional 
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privilege, do you feel it would place you in possibility of 
criminal prosecution? " " 

Mr, Garnett. It is clear that I must refuse to answer -this 
also under the terms of the — 

Mr. Doyle. I am instructing you to answer the question. 
We believe it is pertinent and proper. Is that your final 
answer? 

Mr. Garnett. May I discuss this with counsel? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Garnett. It appears to me that answering that question 
might incriminate me and therefore I must decline to answer 
this under the protection of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Doyle. I still do not believe that ia a sufficient 
answer to my question. I instruct you to answer. 
' (The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Garnett. It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Doyle. Very well. 

May I just make this observation to you, because of having 
been educated in the public schools of the City of New York and 
the State and the college, with fine professional training and 
experience apparently as an engineer, I always feel badly as a 
Congressman, as a fellow American citizen when a man with your 
training feels it is necessary and proper to come in before a 
Congressional committee in such a status legally, so far as 
being a Communist is concerned, that he has to plead the 
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Constitutional privilege as of the date he is a witness before 
the committee* I will make a lot of allowance for people with 
past history being members of that group. But how in the world 
you with the fine training you have had can still stay in such a 
position that as of this hour, right now, when our distinguished 
counsel asked you a question whether or not you are now a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, I don't savvy how a man with your 
training can still stay in a legal position as of these recent 
times where you have to plead your Constitutional Amendment. 
I should think if you ever were in the Communist Party that you 
certainly would have gotten out of it, so that you would not 
have had to come in at this late hour with the world in the 
shape it is in and still feel you are in that position where you 
have to plead you Constitutional privilege. I am not critiz- 
ing you for pleading your'Constitutional privilege if you do 
it in good faith and all the other incidents. I leave that 
thought with you. 

Why in the world do yon not get out of that position where 
you do not have to stay in that group of citizens who as of the 
present date are so tied up with that element that you feel it 
essential that you plead your Constitutional privilege? 

Mr. Taventier. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask one or 
two mox»e general questions. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Doyle* Go ahead, Mr. Tavennor. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I would like to ask you several general 
questions: As an employee of the city in the Borough President's 
office, were you required to be a member of a union? 

Mr. Garnett. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were city employees generally members of a 
union? 

Mr. Garnett. Some were, and some weren't. I don't know 
what you mean by generally. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you? 

Mr. Garnett. May I discuss this with counsel, please. 
Mr. Tvtvenner. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Garnett. 1 wasi a member of the union. 
Mr. Tavenner. What union? 

Mr. Garnett. United Public Workers of America. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any official position in it? 

Mr. Garnett. May I speak to counsel? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Garnett. 1 was president of the local in the United 
Public Workers of America. * 

Mr. Tavenner. *hat local? ^ 

Mr. Gaxnxett. Local No. 111. 

Mr. Tavenner. What years were you president? 

Mr. Garnett. I don't recall the precise dates, and 1 don't 
recall the precise years. I have a general knowledge of about 



when it was, and X can give you that to the best of my recol- 
lection. I would say it was around from about '43 or *45 — 
no. 

Mr., Tavenner* You were in the Service then, weren't you? 
No, you were not in the service, excuse me* 

Mr. Garnett. I think it was later than that now, I would 
estimate around '47. I am not sure of the precise date. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many years did you occupy that position? 

Mr. Garnett. As I recall it about 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any other of ficialj position 
in the local? 

Mr. Garnett. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is familiar with the -~ 
Mr. Garnett. Not that I recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is familiar with the general 
record of that union in the CIO. But may I ask you whether 
or not Local 111 was influenced ija any of its actions by the 
Communist Party to your personal knowledge? 

Mr. Garnett. Along the same general basis as before, I 
must decline to answer this on the protection of the First and 
the Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

M*. Scherer. I have no qtxestions. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Garnett, we find it necessary to continue 
your subpena in full force and effect without further notice 



to May T, at 10 a.m. in this courthouse in room Gi8. 

Call the next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. I call Gerald F. Jansen. 

Mr. Doyle. Will the witness rise and be sworn, please? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Jansen. I do so swear. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you. Have the witness chair. 

TESTIMONY OF GERALD F. JANSEN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, LEONARD B. BOUDIN (RABINOWITZ & 
BOUDIN), 25 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK 4, NEW YORK 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 
Mr. Jansen. My name is Gerald F. Jansen. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness 
please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Doudin. Leonard B. Boudin, 25 Broad Street. 
Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Jansen? 
Mr. Jansen. I was born in the City of Brooklyn, on Decem- 
ber 25, 1014. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Jansen. I presently reside at 47 Perry Street, New 
York 14. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived at that address? 

Mr. Jansen. I would say about 7 years, 7 or 8 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Kill y OU tell the committee briefly what your 
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formal educational training has been? 

Mr. Jansen. I am a high school graduate. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the record of your principal 
employment since 1948, say? 

Mr. Jansen. My counsel advises me not to answer that, 
sir, on the grounds of the First Amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present employment? 

Mr. Jansen. I shall decline to answer for the same rea- 
sons, sir. 

Mr. Scherer. I did not hear what grounds. 

Mr. Jansen. On the grounds of the Fifth Amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information .hat you were 
employed at a comparatively recent tfate by the New York City 
Housing Authority. Is that information correct? 

Mr. Jansen. I shall decline to answer that, sir, for 
the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. The subcommittee has asked a number of wit- 
nesses to come here to advise it of facts relating to Communist 
Party activities and Communist Party techniques in infiltration 
into various city projects, particularly the projects of the 
housing administration. We were informed that you might have 
some information, that you could give this committee regarding 
it. In the light of your answers I must ask you the question 
whether you have at any time been a member of the Communist 
Party prior to January 10, 1957? 
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Mr. Jansen. I shall decline to answer , sir, on the same 
grounds that I Indicated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mr. Jansen. I also decline to answer that question, sir, on 
the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I see no need for further 
questioning. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Witness, your subpena is hereby continued 
in full force and effect without further notice to May ft, this 
year, in room 618, of this building, May 6, 10t a.m., room 618, 
in this building. 

Mr. Jansen. I shall be there, sir. . 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you very much. 

« 

Mr, Jansen, Thank you very much* 
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Mr. Doyle. Will the witness please stand and be sworn? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God. 
Mrs. |auderer. I do. 

Mr* Doyle. Thank you. Take the witness chair. 

•TESTIMONY OF DOROTHY HAMMERMAN 2AUDERER, 
ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, EDWARD J. ENNIS, 
165 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 

Mr, Tavenaer. What is your name, please? 
Mrs. Zauderer. Dorothy Hammerman Zauderer. 
Mr. Tavenaer. Will you spell the last name? 
Mrs. Zauderer. The last name, Z-a-u-d-e-r-e-r. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness 
please identify himself for the record? 

Mr, Ennis. Edward J* Ennis, 165 Broadway, New York City, 
Mr. Tavenner. Are you a native of New York City? 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, lam. 
Mr Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

•v 

Mrs. Zauderer. 54 Remson Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have yoji resided there? 

Mrs. Zauderer. It will be five years this June. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, what 
your formal education, and training has been? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. 1 will skip the elementary and 
high school, is that all right? 

Mr, Tavenner, Yes, 
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2 Mrs. Zauderer. I am a college graduate with a Bachelor*© 

Degree from Brooklyn College, and I have done some graduate work 
at at NYU, City College and Hunter College, 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you receive your degree? 

Mrs. Zauderer. In February of 1933 . 

Mr* Soherer. In what was the degree? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Latin and Greek, the classics. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you attend Hunter College? 

Mr 8. Zauderer. Let me see. It is difficult. Let me 
just try to recall. I started to attending and taking several 
credits at a time, roughly a year or two after I had graduated. 

Mr. Scherer. Was Bella Dodd teaching at Hunter when you 
were there? 

Mrs. Zauderer. I don't know whether she was or wasn't. 
I was not in the Department. I was in th e psychology, depart- 
ment. I wouldn't be aware of ber then, 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present employment? 

Mrs. Zauderer. I am a Housing Manager for the Hew York 
City Housing Authority. < 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you held that position? 

Mrs. Zauderer. 1 was appointed in it is either *S1 or 
'50. I am terribly sorry, 

Mr. Tavenner. Which housing project is it? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Lillian Wald Houses. 

r 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held city employment prior to 
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that time? 



Mrs. Zauderer. 



No 



• I have not, that is, not prior to 



being a canager. I never had any city employment prior to being 
employed by the Housing Authority, I had a brief spell with 
the municipal courts when, after having been appointed to the 
Housing Authority for six months I passed my probation and at 
that time because of the war there was a reduatlon in personnel 
and a group of us were dropped* We were put on a preferred 
list and as a result of that preferred list 1 was placed in 
the munloipal courts for a while, and I worked there for 
roughly a year and then returned to the Housing Authority 
for roughly a month* 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us the duties of a housing 
manager? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. They are to manage the entire 
projectwith respect to its physical maintenance and tenant 
relations, to be a good community member and to integrate 
the project with the community. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our investigation discloses that on Decem- 
ber 31, 1956 there were 82,000 and some apartments in the 
housing project in New York City and that there were quite a 
number of others under construction and about 32,000 planned 
for construction, which would have made a total of possibly 
130,000 to 135,000 apartments. 

Our investigation also diso loses that there were 350,000 



oca up ante of these departments, which on a comparative basis 
meant it was a city larger than all but thirty cities in 
the United States. So it is a tremendous project, Nov, 
Information has come to the Committee that in this various 
organization there have been members of the Comnunfefc Party, 
who have worked their way in both as tenants and as employees 
of the authority. Some of these we understand have been 
active in various unions in which employees of the city 
were members. We have understood that there is a branch 
of the Communist Party known as the Industrial Workers, to 
which many of the employees who are members of the Communist 
Party were affiliated. 

Do you know of the existence of such a group of the 
Communist Party as the Industrial Workers* Branch? 

Mrs. Zauderer. This is the first time I have ever 
heard the name. 

Mr. Tavecner. The Committee is aware Of the reoord of 
the United Public Workers Union in the CIO and it has re- 
ceived some information relating to a local 111. Were you 
a member of local ill? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, I was. 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, 
whether city employees generally are members of that local? 

Mr. Zauderer. At that time our whole category, 100 
percent, were members of that local. 
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Ms?, Tavenner. was that? 

Mrs, Zauderer. That was in, well, when I first came to 
the Authority that was true, in 1941, and then I had this 
break, as 1 said, because of the war leave and when I worked 
for the court, and I didn't return until 1944, and that was 
true at that time. And I will say it was true until the Union 
was declared subversive, and I am not too sure of that date, 
but I can place it at a time with other things rather than 

an actual date. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you remain in the Union after the date 

you are referring to? 

Mrs. Zauderer. No, I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner, Now, atthis point I would like to ask you 
what we have heard of as tenant oouncils. 

Mr. , Tavenner. Will you explain what tenant councils 

are? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. 

The PBA manual states — that was the Public Housing 
Authority Council ~ states that it is advisable to have 
tenant oouncils in housing projects and if they do not exist 
it would be a good idea to encourage fcem, so that management 
may utilise the tenants' council to realize its own objec- 
tives. 

Tenants' oouncils have sprung up from time to time in 
various projects. I had some in my own. The pattern as 
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far as X know, ana it certainly was true for Lillian Wald 
Houses, was for the tenants* council to be rather active in 
the beginning until they learned the rules and regulations, 
until they discovered Just what the relationship was between 
tenant and management, and very often they would be active in 
the community, even more so than in the project. For Instance, 
I recall in the beginning our tenants* council was active in 
getting a new school opened in tfee area. They were active 
in having a traffic light installed right near the project. 

Gradually, though, and there were two reasons, this 
council disintegrated. It disintegrated because people began 
to know their rights and didn't feel that they had to use the 
grievance machinery of the tenants' council to come to manage- 
ment and began to feel freer to come in on their own. 

Second, leadership moved out and it just began to fall 
apart . 

Mr. Taveoner. What do you mean by the leadership moving 

out? 

Mrs. Zauderer. By that I mean the offices in the tenants' 
council themselves, the President, the Vice President, many of 
them, as 1 recall, specifically in Waid, and I can't speak for 
other projects, became what is known as caeess income, which 
means that ypu automatically have to be moved out of the pro- 
ject. 

Aside from the fact that they could be a nuisance, they 
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also had some good aspects to them, too. For instance, if you 
were having difficulty in a building, and it wasn«t very clear, 
very often the more active and more responsible members of the 
Council would undertake to act as a sort of an unofficial 
Janitor for you and would ask people to dispose of their gar- 
bage properly 5 would try to get a kind of a team or group 
spirit within the building to keep the place appearing better. 

As you know, one of the things that were charged was that 
we had a good deal of difficulty of maintaining our jobs, 
Janltorially and they could be used for that sort of thing. 

They were a nuisance because they very often would come 
in and demand that you adjust grievances which were not within 
the laws and then of course they had to be told firmly that 
it oouldn*t be. 

1 recall one time when the tenants' council — this was 
in the early days, when they were more active — picketed 
my office because I was putting out a tenant for non-payment 
of rent. And when they do that, you just inform your central 
office about it. In general, tenants 8 councils, if they work 
well with you, are regarded as a desirable kind of organiza- 
tion for the manager, and you are instructed, of course, to 
maintain good relations with them, and your effectiveness as 
a manager is measured to What ©Stent you can keep them on home 
grounds and not having them run and complain to the central 
office. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were those tenant councils used in any way 
by the Communist Party? 

Mrs.Zauderer. If they were, I do not know this, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Even though you may not have any specific 
knowledge of a particular incident, did you not know from your 
general experience as manager that the Communists were in- 
filtrating those organizations and using them for party pur- 
poses? 

Mrs., Zuaderer, It was conceivable to me that there may 
have been some Communists active in the tenant . organizations, 
but during the years when X was at Lillian Wald Houses the 
Party was in very bad repute and I think if they were there 
they were not anxious to show it, because this would have, I 
think cut down their tenant following ~ the tenant following, 
the tenants themselves, 1 think, would have refused to have 
been organized in something which was openly Communist, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you observe any Communist activities 
among employees of the Housing Authority? 

Mrs. Zauderer. That 1 did not, sir, 

Mr, Tavenner. Referring again to these councils, weren»t 
you aware of the frequent use made by the Communists of cir- 
culating Communist Party election petitions through the use 
of these tenant councils. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Let me say this, that the Housing Author- 
ity has a very firm policy that there is to be no electioneer- 
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ing on its grounds or any of its community centers. We don't 
allow party speakers from any party at all to appear. This 
is a very firm policy. So that we would never have had a 
speaker, not even from the Democratic Party, either, permitted, 
and if they did this they were not permitted, it would have 
been a violation, and it certainly would have been done in a 
way that I would not have been aware of it because had it come 
to my attention I would have taken action against it, because 
this is strictly forbidden. Aay controversial subject is for- 
bidden. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any instances that came to your 
attention of circulation of party petitions? 

Mrs, Zauderer. None came ever to my mind. 

Mr. Tavenner . Among these council members? 

Mrs. Zauderer, Definitely not, None came to my attention, 

Mr, Tavenner, Now, at the time that you were employed, 
or at least during a part of the time that you were a member of 
the United Public Workers — 

Mrs. Zauderer. Sight. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee please of 
Communist Party activities that came to your attention while 
you were a member of that organization, local 111. 

m-i Zauderer. May I say that as professional workers, 
our organization — we were a professional group who worked in 
a very insulated way from the rest of the oentral union. 
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As I even told Mr. Ennis, many of our meetings did not 
even take place at union headquarters. We would use a project 
community center office. We had 100 percent and 1 really 
don»t believe that if there were political issues that we 
could have stayed united. We confined ourselves striotly in 
our union activities to the issues of, well, bread and butter 
issues. There were salary — 

Mr, So her or. Pardon me. 

Mrs. Zauderer, Excuse me, sir. 

Mr. Scherer. You are talking about professional segments 
of the union? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Precisely. We started out as being a 
group of housing assistants, we all passed the examination 
together, the promotion exam, we became assistant managers, 
we stuck together. It became more of a spirit of fraternal 
organization rather than a union. 

We didn't have much to do with — as a matter of fact, 
may I say we were frequently chastized and reprimanded for 
keeping ourselves so insulated and refusing to work with 
the rest of the union. So to speak, we werea*t carrying our 
weight. But the group stuck together because they found a 
common area of operation, and that was the job and the benefits 
to be increased on the job, 

And this has been my own experience and my own knowledge, 
and I honestly can't say that there was never not only a 
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Communist issue, but there were no political discussions. 

Mr .Soberer . Thank you. It was an unusual group. I am 
not critical. 

Mrs. Zauderer. It was an unusual group. As a matter of 
fact, today we are still organized in a non-affiliated group 
called the Professional Housing Managers. The way we operate 
today is no different than the way we operated before. 

Then, don«t forget, we became supervisors, After we 
became housing assistants we were assistant managers and man- 
agers. And the group felt that it might be embarrassing for 
us to sit in with people, the very people whom we might super- 
vise and who later might be in on a grievanoe and we would 
find ourselves in a dual capaoity which could be embarrassing. 

Again, I can only say the only way you keep people to- 
gether is when you stay away from political issues. I think 
this would have divided the group if there had been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I believe you said that you left the 
Authority at what period of time and took employment in some 
clerk's office? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, in the municipal court, sir. 
Mr. Tavenner. What year was that — 1941, did you say? 
Mrs, Zauderer. Yes. I was appointed April 1941, and 
dropped November 1941, and shortly before Pearl Harbor went 
into the oourts, at whioh time 1 wa& C2~ a member of the 
union. There was no organization there. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by "dropped"? 

Mrs. Zauderer. What do I mean by "dropped"? 

Mr. Tavonner. Yes. 

Mrs. Zauderer. They had overhired, so to speak. They 
had anticipated the construction of several new housing proj- 
ects , which did not materialize , and were postponed because 
of a shortage of materials during the war, and when they found 
that they could not use these people, they took something 
like fifteen of perhaps thirty that they had hired, and 
about half were simply — it was a reduction of staff. And 
you have certain civt service rights in the city, if you had 
been appointed and you passed your probation, and I was 
appointed as permanent and I was put on a preferred list, 
aad I received offers from several departments to several 
jobs, to sort of recompense me for the fact I had been fired. 
<fts a result of this £ went into the municipal court. ! worked 
as a Judgment clerk, if you want to know. 

Ma?. Tavenner. Was there any other reason for your ser- 
vices being terminated by the Bousing Authority? 

Mrs. Zauderer. None whatsoever. This was purely a— 

Mr. Tavenner. Reduction of force? 

Mrs. Zauderer. —a reduction of force, that is right. 
Mr. Tavenner. You are perfectly at liberty to confer 
with counsel. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Ho. This was a group thing as I told you. 
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There were just no jobs. I was called back. I was rehired. 
What began to happen was that vacancies began to occur, not 
because they were building new projects, but because some 
people were being drafted into the army, and they found them- 
selves now short of staff, and they invited me back from the 
courts, and I did oome back and I stayed for one month. In 
the month of August I returned, at which time I requested a 
leave for war work and I went into the Army Air Forces and 
worked as a radio instructor there for two years . This accounts 
for the hiatus there. 

Ms*. Tavenner. Yes. 

How, the Committee has been advised that one thing the 
Communist Party was doing during the period that you were 
employed by this agency was that it was inducing certain 
members of neighborhood groups of the Communist Party to oome 
into this industrial workers' branch that I asked you about. 
You told us that you knew nothing about the industrial workers* 
branch. 

But may X ask you: Were you ever a member of a neighbor- 
hood branch of the Communist Party? 
UTfg Zauderer. No, I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever invited to become a member 
of the industrial workers' branch or to be transferred to it? 
Mrs. Xauder er. Ho, I was not. member of the 

ISr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been a 
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Communist Party? 

Mrs. Zauderer. No, I have not. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman 
but I think the witness should be held under subpoena. 
Mr. Doyle. Mr. So her or, have you any questions? 
Mr. Soherer. No. 

Mr. Doyle, l might ask this witness n few questions. 
Did you ever attend any meetings of any small or large groups 
which were known to you to be oalled by the Communist Party 
leadership? 

Mrs. Zauderer. No, I was not, 

Mr. Doyle. I think I heard you state that at the time 
Local Ill- 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Doyle, —was eliminated from CIO— 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Doyle, —you withdrew. 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Doyle, Why did you withdraw? 

Mrs. Zauderer. The thing jus!: disintegrated. Everybody 
$ust stopped and since this had been a thing where we were 
all together, we all just stopped. 

Mr. Doyle, I think I heard you use the term " subversive" 
in your answer to Mr. Tavenner. Why did you use that term 
in describing the situation? 



Mrs. Zauderer. There was a memorandum seat around to 
all city employees at that time stating that the United public 
Workers had been declared a subversive organization. 

Mr. Soberer. §y the CIO? 

Mrs. Zauderer. It had been expelled. It had been es- 
pelled by the CIO and declared a subversive organization 
by the CIO and at that time I dropped out. 

Sr. Doyle, You said you were chastised, that your group 
was chastized. You used that word. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle. That was by the parent local 111. 
Mrs. Zauderer. Correct. 

Mr. Doyle. What did you mean by being chastized? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Dy that I meant that they said that we 
were not participating in other c?ampaigns that the union was 
carrying on. For instance, there might be a city-wide campaign 
going on of some kind — perhaps it might have been a bonus 
for all city workers, or it might have been some campaign 
going on for other categories of workers, like for porters, 
or for maintenance men, and we took no interest in it. We 
were not active in it. We did nothing to further the welfare 
of other categories. W© were simply concerned and confined 
and working with our own. 

Ift 1 . Doyle. Were there never any conventions or conferences 
of Local 111 which was later expelled from the CIO, in which 



your group had at least informal delegates? 

Mrs. Zauderer. To the best of my knowledge, I oan only 
speak for myself, I didn*t know of any and I don't recall 
right now. 

Mr. Doyle. I want you to think for a second. 
Mrs. Zauderer. When you say my group- 
Ms*. Doyle. When the group to which you refer, this pro- 
fessional group, do you mean that group was a member of this 
Local ill all this time, that this Local 111 was building up 
a subversive reputation and your professional group never in 
any way participated in Local 111? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Perhaps, let me qualify this. There are 
different groups in terms of dates of appointment. When I 
spoke of my group 1 meant thirty people who had been appointed 
at one time and became assistant managers at one time or a group 
of housing assistants at one time. As far as I know that 
group who came on from civil service did not attend. i know 
I did not attend and 1 doa*t recall. 

Mr. Doyle. This fine group of about thirty people was 
a small group within a small group of public housing author- 
ity, wa§sa*t it? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle. It was a little segment of a very large group? 
Mrs. Zauderer. Right. 

Mr. Doyle, Now, this little segment participated in the 
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larger group func&ions, did It not? 

Mrs. Zauderer. This little group did participate, 

Mr. Doyle, Participated in soma of the larger group 
functions, but aot because they w©$@ all employees of the 
Public Housing Authority*? 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, but aot in the union functions, 

Mr. Doyle. Well, what functions? 

Mrs, Zauderer. 2?or Instance , there was no attending 
local meetings e ©von, where people would ~ or shall we get 
back to the convention is that what you want to asls me? 

Mp, Doyle.' May I b© frank with you? Her© over a term 
of years is this Local ill building up by known record and 
reputation a subversive attitude and activity by reputation, 
which later, during your membership in it— ■ 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, 

Mr. Doyle, —caused it to be fired by the CIO. 
i3rs. Zauderer. Yes. 

Kir. Doyle. Now, how that could grow up over a term of 
years and you being at least in a little branch of it off 
here sqbjq place without you knowing of Communist Party 
subverslveness within the union I don^t undarstand. 

Do you see what I am getting at? 

Mrs. Zauderer, Yes, I see what you are getting at. 

Mr. Doyle. You are a well-informed, brilliant woman, 
manifestly. 
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Mrs. Sauderer. Thank you, 

Mr. Doyle, tod with nobility, and it is hard for ma to 
understand how even in a little city like New York that a 
person who was active as you were— 

Mrs. Zauderer. I was not active. 

Mr. Doyle, —over this term of years in your own segment 
wouldn't have at least heard or known enough about the sub~ 
versive activities and control of the CIO Local 111 to be able 
to help this Committee to understand what that situation 
actually was. 

Mrs. Zauderer, Mr, Doyle, may I correct the statement 
about my being that active? My activity was of a very dusul- 
tory kind. It was a sporadic thing. I might be active for 
two or three months and then I wouldn*t be active for a year, 

How insulated this group was again, I can only say again, 
believe m© it really was. Again I can only say you don't get 
everybody to Join if this group was acting in any way in a 
Communist organization. 

In a remote sort of way we belonged to this parent organic 
sat ion. You asked me and I don't v/ant to evade the question 9 
you asked me were any professional workers attending conven- 
tions. I don't know personally. But if any professional 
workers did attent it would be from a junior group who at 
that time tvere housing assistants when I was already an 
assistant manager. But as far as my own group is conesrned, I 



am pretty positive there was no— 

Mr. Scherer. What you are trying to say is all of those 
la the professional category in this union didn«t belong to 
your specific group which you say was insulated. 

Mr. Zauderer. So correct, yes, 

Mr. Doyle. And you are also saying in answer to my ques- 
tion that in spite of subversive or knowledge of subversive 
activities growing up over a tersa of years in UjcbI ill, 
sufficient to be evident enough for CIO to pick it out because 
of their subversive activities over a tern of years, you and 
your group 9 and as one of the leaders of your group knew noth- 
ing about the subversive activities, even hearsay. 

Mrs. Zauderer. I wasn t t-~ 

Mr. Doyle. Is that a fair question? 

Mrs. Zauderer. May 'I say I wasa 4 t that much of a leader. 
I think say role hero in the union has been greatly exaggerated . 

Mr. Doyle, i don«t know what your rol© is reputed to 
have been. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. I think perhaps you might find my 
statements more credible if you realized— 
Mr. Doyle. I thank you. 

Mr. Scherer. Was your activity in the union confined to 
this special group you have been telling us about? your sort 
of Class of 1933 or— 

Mrs. Zauderer. it was confined to a group and confined 



20 even to a narrow kind. I think I was sort of a reclassifica- 

tion specialist. I worked when a certain issue which I felt 
strongly about came to my attention. 

1 was telling Mr. Ennis before that we had had a long 
period without any promotion exams because of the war. We had 
a very special situation where we had a bottleneck in a career 
system. A normal career system should be a pyramid. We had 
an hourglass. There were actually fewer assistant manager 
operations than there were managerial operations, which is a 
rather odd kind of setup. It should be going up. 

I was working on some plan whereby we could open the 
bottleneck and afford more professional opportunities to people 
who had been stuck for some seven and eight years in the 
housing assistant category. 

Mr # Soberer. When the CIO expelled this local, as you 
say, for subversive activities, did you participate in any 
of the hearings or conversations that resulted in this eapui« 
sioa? 

Mrs. Sauderer. No. 

Mr. Scherer. Did you know about the CIO considering the 
possible expulsion of the union before the actual expulsion 
took place? 

Mrs. Saude^er. Did I know much abvout it? Very little. 

Mr. Taveaner. You knew there was such afoot? 

Mrs. Eauderer. dust what i read in the papers. 1 was not 
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even around i» tnose days. 

?2r „ acherer. Ml your knowledge was confined to what you 
read &a the paper? 

Zauderer. Sxactly. 

Mr. Tavonner. May X ask another question? 

air, Boyle,, Yes. 

Mr. Tawoni303? c tt©roa 9 t you active on Committee -work in 
the union? 

ftfcs. Zauderer . toy I tell you what Committee work is 
sad then X will toll you what my role is 6 
Mr. Taveuner . Yes. 

fifes. Sauderer* We had this loose informal group. I 
was never a oh airman at any sort, and as a matter of fast 
when wo would meet we would elect a chairman. Very often it 
would a© in a restaurant. Very often it would tee at a project. 
Occasionally it would toe at union headquarters. We would sit 
down and that evening elect a chairman for that evening. There 
was no normal chairman. When we wanted to call a meeting we 
didn' t even us© the mails. We would phone and say s "Reserve 
se&t week for meeting." Ws might; meet at i'appas for dinner. 
We might meet here or there. That night a chairman would b© 
©leeted 9 as 1 said. 

If there was a particular problem that was to be taken up, 
people would either volunteer or be asked to go up on a meeting. 
I have been perhaps on six meetings to the central office in 



the office in all the time that X was there, never with any 
union officials. They were strictly with our own category. 

Mr. Tavenner. What about the handling of grievances? 

Mrs, Zauderer. I was not on — I never was at a meeting 
which handled grievances other than ay own category. As X 
say, when I tell you X had been on sis meetings Entirely ~~ 
that has been about the most I had ever been on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Samuel Garrett? 

Mrs. Zauderer. No, X don*t know the name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Jack Bigel? 

Mrs. Zauderer. X knew Jack Bigei from the union, yes, in 
a peripheral way. 

Mr. Soberer. Xn what way? 

Mr. Zauderer. Xn a peripheral way. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was President of the union, wasn't he? 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. You knew that he was a member of the 
Communist Party, didn't you? 

Mrs. Zauderer. X did not know it, no. 

Mr. Scherer. You say you did not know it at that time? 

Mrs. Zauderer. X don't know it today. Has it ever been 
stated that he has been? X mean X don't realiy know. No, X 
don't know, unless it has been in the paper and X missed the 
item. X don't know that he is a member of the Party. 

Mr, Scherer. There was discussion about his membership in 



the Communist A>arty from tin© to time, though, among people 
in your organisation? 

Mrs. Zauderer. There would occasionally be discussion 
that the UPW had some Communists in their leadership, just 
which the Communists were, I did not Isnow, but the group, as 
2 said, decided that they would belong to this union and con~ 
fin© themselves to wage issues and to betterment of their 
salary. 

Mr, Soherer . When the local was declared subversive by 
the CIO you said you had immediately resigned from the union, 

Mrs. Zauderer. I stopped paying dues. That is what it- 
was. It was no formal resignation as such. I just did not 
pay dues, 

Mr. Soberer. Did the great majority of those in the 
special group you have been telling us about do the same 
thing? 

Mrs. 2au«3erer. As far as 1 know we all stopped belonging 
fcecaus© we shortly thereafter formed something we called for 
a temporary period a committee of the whole, for want of a 
better nam©, which was later formalised into an association 
of managers. M this time we functioned in a temporary way 
as a committee of the whole. 

Blr. Tavenner. I have no further questions.. 

Mr. Doyle. Your answer to Mr. Scherer in answer to one 
pertinent 

of his/questions that there was a discussion within the group 



that same of the leadership in the union was possibly Communist- 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes, 

Mr. Doyle. — is enact ly what X was getting at in my 
questions. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle, —because it was inconceivable to me and 
still is yet. Perhaps your answer clarified it. But your 
answers previously to my questions indioated to me that 
possibly you had never even heard of Communism within Local 
111. 

Mrs. Zauderer. X didn't say that. 

Mr. Doyle. You just said there was discussion within 
the group about the possibility of some of the leadership of 
Local ill being Communist. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Not Local 111. X meant the central 
leadership which imposed on the city departments, 

Mr, Doyle, Central leadership, All right. Then your 
answer to Mr. Scherer was, "We decided"— do you remember using 
those two words? 

Mrs, Zauderer. X certainly do. 

Mr. Doyle, Now, you decided not to be active in it be- 
cause of the discussion or possibility or probability that 
the local central group was of Communist control, isn't that 
true? 

Mrs. Zauderer. When I say we decided — the group thought- 
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Mr. Doyl«. Your group decked, 

Mrs. Zauderer. The group decided to stay within the 
union in spite of rumors to the effect that there was some 
Communists . 

Mr. Doyle. That is right. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Hot in the local, particularly, but 
in the central leadership. 
Mr. Doyle. Go on. 

Mrs. Zauderer. And we felt that we alone, a group of 
thirty, were impotent, we could accomplish nothing. We would 
not be much of a force, and since there was nothing else at 
that time and nobody else suggested anything else at that 
time, we sort of strung along with it without having any 
kind of political connection or affinity with it. 

Mr. Doyle. That is right. 

of course the question of Communism is not a political 
issue. It is s?ery much different than a political issue, as 
my information is, and the housing authority of Mew York is 
not a party matter, except a ©oaaaunist Party matter. 

When you said that you decided, your group decided that 
you couldn't do much because you were way off here in a small 
group and so forth, had you been asked to do something about 
the Communist control of the central group? 

Mrs. Zauderer. I had never been asked. 

Mr. Doyle. I know, but your group had, because you Just 
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said that you discussed it, 

Mrs. Zauderer. What do you mean? 

Mr, Doyle. Who asked the group? 

Mrs. Zauderer. I don't understand his questions, 

Mr. Doyle. You said you decided you couldn't do any- 
thing about it. I understood you to state that. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Nobody said to do anything. 

Mr. Doyle. No? X understood you a minute ago to say 
that your group decided that you couldn't do anything about 
it. 

Mrs. Zauderer. We couldn't do anything about getting 
into another organization, 

Mr. Doyle. Because of the Communist control in your own 
organization? 

Mrs. Zauderer. No, Mr. Doyle, 

Mr, Doyle, 1 mean in the central group, 

Mrs, Zauderer. We had heard rumors. It wasn't a formal 
discussion, People would occasionally sit down and talk at 
luncheons. You worked together. I at one time was at the 
central office. There were a lot of people. You might go out 
to lunch with sin, eight or ten. Somebody might say "This 
union has in its central leadership some Reds. Is it a good 
idea to belong t© it." And people would say, "Well, it would 
be better if it -weren't, but is there anything better at tis 
point to belong to"? 
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Mr . Doyle. May I ask just a aouple more simple questions? 

Did ever any representative of Local 2X1 of the parent 
group come to confer ^ith your group on this problem of Com- 
mux* is t control? 

Mjs^ Zauderer. Oh, no. We would occasionally have a 
representative coxae to us 5 ask us about joining in 033 a city 
campaign, perhaps sign petitions to ask the Mayor to do some» 
thing, that kind o£ thing, which would be from a eeptral union 
leadership. Wo would be asked to participate and didn*t. 

Mr 0 Doyle. One more question* 

How many different housing units or housing enterprises 
were represented within this professional group that y.ou 
identified as twenty-fiv© or thirty members? 

Hr$ Zauderer. We v/ould have to pinpoint that in terms 
of time. It changed all the time. 

Mr. Doyle. 1 moan on the average, within your experience, 

Mrs. Zaudorer. We have presently some ninety projects. 
What period are you talking about? 

Mr. Boyle. M the time Local 111 was eKpelled from the 

CIO. 

Mrs. Zauderer. This would be around— 
Mr. Boyle. And you hoard these rumors about possible 
Coanmunist control? 

Mrs. Zander or. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle.- About how many members then were within your 
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professional group? 

Mrs, Zauderer, X would say between thirty and forty, sir 0 
Mr, Doyle, Thirty and forty separate housing— 
Mrs. Zauderer. Managers, 

Mr, Doyle, -.organisations like your Waid Housing? 
Mrs. Zauderer. Wald. W-a-l-d Housing, 
Mr. Doyle. 0h e yes. Did X understand the problem of 
possible Communist activity within some ©£ those units, at 
least one, was never dlsoussed within your professional group 
when you were discussing the welfare of your units? 

. Mrs. Zauderer. Mow, are you talking about tenants or 
about staff? 

Mr, Doyle, Let us take first the tenants. Here is a 
professional group concerned not with party politics but 
just with the welfare of the tenant relationship to manage- 
ment. Was never the subject of Communist activity in any of 
the units discussed? 

Mrs. Zauderer, It is at that point X don't recall any 
more discussion at that time, fhe thing seemed t© be a very 
dead issue. 

Mr, Doyle, fthea was it discussed when it wasn»t dead? 

Mrs, Zauderer. We are talking now about previous years, 
I would say sometime in the MQ*s we had heard that the 
leadership was, or some of the leadership. You mean in our 
own group did we discuss it, no. We did not discuss it because 
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ne did not discuss it because it was not ail issue. Xt was 
of no interest. It was not brought up. If people had feelings 
about these things they subordinated this in the interest of 
keeping the group unifired. 

Mr. Doyle. Then, X have this further question: Then 
that subject has never been discussed within the group either 
prior to the expulsion of Local 111 or since? 

Mrs. Zauderer. X have no such recollection of it ever 
having been discussed within the group. 

Mr. Doyle. Would you answer positively it never was? 

Sir. Zauderer. Right now X can answer positively it 

never was, 

Mr. Doyle. All right. Thank you. 

Mr. Ennis. Mr. Doyle, perhaps X can clarify one point 
here, X understood your question to be whether this 
managerial group discussed Communism either among the tenants 
or among the housing personnel. Now, theway Miss Hammerman 
answered the question, X thought she was answering it as if 
she understood your question to be whether they discussed 
Communism in the union. 

Did you understand that Mr. Doyle wanted you to testify 
whether your group ever discussed Communism, in his last ques- 
tion, not in the union, but among the tenants in any of the 
projeots or among the personnel working for the city? Did 
you understand his question? 
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Mr. Doyle. Thank you, counsel. That was my question. 
Ms, Ennis. Did you understand his question.' 
Mrs. Zauderer. Would you restate it again? 
Mr. Doylo. I will restate it. 

Mr. Ennis. Listen to Mr. Doyle. That is my point. 
Mrs. Zauderer. I am trying to. 

Mr. Doyle. Here is my point. Here are twenty-five or 
thirty of you folks- 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle, —assistant unit managers under the Public 
Housing Authority of the City of Mew York. 
Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle, —charged with the welfare of the condition 
of the tenants in your public relationships within the 
community and so forth. How, I ask you whether or not if 
at any of these meetings by this professional group of twenty- 
five or thirty the Communist problem ever became promimeat 
enough wit his any of the units,, either your unit or any 

other- 
Mrs. Zauderer. I see. 

Mr. Doyle. For you folks to discuss it withia your 
professional group. 

Mrs. Zauderer. Yes. Never. Definitely not. 

Mr. Doyle. How about the staff? Was it ever discussed 
as the possibility of any sta£* members being Communists? 



Mrs* Zauderer, Ho. It did not appear to be any problem* 
Mr* Boyle. All right # Thank you. 

Mr* Ta vender, t would 2Like to ask one more question * 
Mrs. 2auderer* Certainly, 

Ms* « Taveaner. If you take this g^oup of professional 
employees who were members of the union d whom you say were 
iasui^t d from other union m©mbers~«> 

Mrs. aauderer. Yes. 

Mr. Taveaaer. «»wlll you tell the Committee whether or 
not you had reason to believe that any of the members of 
your group were members of the Communist i*arty? 

Mrs. Zauderer. I had so reason to believe that, I have 
heard gossip t but may I say 9 sir, that I nave heard gossip 
about myself and I know I am here because- of this sort of 
gosssip 9 aod i have learned—this may be a little out of order— 
but I have learned that people talk about people . It is a 
small organisation and I have learned sot to pay any attention 
to this kind of talk* &n6 as far as 2 know nobody ever told 
me they wen a Party member^ nobody acted like they were a 
Party member in this organisation* 

Ms*. Soberer. I am sure that this Committee would not 
wast you to say that anybody was a member of the Communist 
Party as a result of goseip. I assure you that this Committee 
does not want you to say that anyone was a member of the 
Communist Party or associated with anyone in any way unless 
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you had aotual knowledge of that facte 

Mrs e Zauderer. Thank you, sir, I really have had do 
knowledge. 

Jar. Scherer. We don f t want you to tell us anything on 
the basis of gossip. 

Mr@.Zauder©r. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. Corollary to that, of course, you certainly 
understand, and I know your distinguished counsel understands 
that this Committee would not have bothered you to call you 
here this morning if we didn't believe that we had information 
that you could help us meet the problem with which we are 
charged. We believe, from what w© learned, that you had 
knowledge sufficient to make it worthwhile for you to com® 
and for us to. bother you. 

And I think, counsel, that it might be well to not take 
longer with this witness now but to ask you to return on May 
tig 10s©§ a.m., Room ©18, in this building, unless you receive 
notice to the contrary before that, but it means your subpoena 
will continue in effect. 

Mr. Ennis . We understand that, Mr, Doyle. 

Mr. Doyle. The Subcommittee will stand in recess until 
2iQQ o*<sl©ok this afternoon. 

(Whereupon, at I2s43 p.m., the Subcommittee recessed, 
to reconvene at 2:90 p.m. the same day.) 



AFTERNOON SESSION (2:00 P.m.) 

Mr, Doyle. The Subcommittee will please oome to order. 

Let the record please show that the Subcommittee is 
reconvened at 2:00 o'clock and that both Mr. Soherer and I 
are personally present. 

Mr. Tavenaer, oall the next witness. 

Mr. Tavenaer. Mr. Morris Nagin. 

Mr, Doyle. Will the witness please be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Nagin. Yes, sir, I do. 

Mr. Doyle. Please take the chair. 

TESTIMONY OF MO RE If NAGIN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
PAUL L. BOSS, 160 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY. 

Mr. Tavenaer, Will you state your name, please, sir. 

Mr. Nagin, My name is Morris Nagin, N-a-g~i-n. 

Mr. Tavenaer. Will counsel accompanying the witness 
please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Ross. Paul L. Ross, 160 Broadway, New York City. 

Mr, Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Hagin? 

Mr. Nagin. I was born August 10, 1890 in State Poltava, 
Russia or the Ukraine. 

Mr, Tavenner. When did you first come to this country? 

Mr. Nagin. I came here in 1914. I believe it was January 

1914. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized .American citizen? 



Mr, Nagin. Yes, sir. 



Mr, Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized? 



Mr, Nagin, I was naturalized July 1918 in Camp Hancock, 



United States Army. 

Mr, Tavenner. Camp Hancock? 

Mr. N agin. Camp Hancock, Georgia, U, S. Army, 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Nagin. 365 West End Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there? 

Mr. Nagin. It is my fourth year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee briefly what 
your educational training has been? 

Mr. Nagin. Well, I graduated from an elementary school 
in the old country. I did some studying on my own in llussia. 
When I came her© I decided to study engineering and I entered 
a private school. I believe it was known as Eroa Jhreparatory 
School. 

Mr. Tavenner. What name? 

Mr. Nagin. Eron. E~r-o-n iPreparatory School. 

2 stayed about a year and a half and that was from 1914 
until about 1916, Tall, and in 1916 I entered a technical school 
known as Cooper Union Institute. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is that name? 

Mr, Nagin. Cooper Union Institute, That is a famous 
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sohool is this ooimtry 9 cusd I graduated from that school,, I 

entered ia 19X6. 1 had as interrupt ion ©£ two years, i 
served ia the Waited States Army fct/o years aod I came back* 
I west back to school m6 I graduated ia 1923, rece^iag a degree 
of BS in Civil Engineering* 

Mr. Tavenae?, You have practiced your profession as a 
civil engineer since that time? 

Mr. Magio. That is correct. 

B&* # Taveanev, How are you now employed? 

Mr* Hagia, Just at the present time X am not working. 

Mr. Tbvenaer. What was your last employment as a civil 

Mr. Nagin. My last employment — I worked for the d at ton- 
al 3.y prominent firm of Frederick Harris, They were doing 
mostly marine engineer iag. 

Mr. Tave^ner. Have you worked in the capacity of a civil 
engineer in any department of the government of the City of 
Mow York? 

Mr. Magin. Is the elty 9 yes. I worked for the City of 
New York. 

Mr* Tavenraer. Over what period of time? 
Mr. *?agin. I worked in various departments, but altogeth- 
er about thirty-two years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thirty-two years. 
Mr. Kagin. Approximately. 




Mr. Tavenner. That began at what period, approximately 
what period? 

Mr. Nagin. Approximately in 1923, ia May 1923. I 
worked for the Transit Commission. That was a state body. I 
worked there a short time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of commission? 

Mr. Nagin. Transit Commission. 

Mr. Tavenner. Transit Commission? 

Mr. Ma gin. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your next employment by the state 
or city? 

Mr. Nagin. My next employment was in the Department o£ 
Plant and Structures. That was also a City Department. And 
I worked there from January 1924 to March 1925, one year and 
two months for that department. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then will you give us your next employment? 

Mr. Nagin. The next employment was the Board of Trans- 
portation from March 1925 up to May 1933, eight years and 
two months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that by the City Government? 
Mr. Nagin, Yes, sir. 

Mr, Ross. Off the record, that technically was not a 
city agency, but it was constructing and operating subways, 
so there might be some technical difference as to the legal 
character of the agency. St was an authority created by 



the State of ifew York. 

Mr« Taveaaer* What was your nest employment? 
Mr. Nagi» # The neat eiupIoyiueBt was — . I had aa iiaterrup~ 
tioa there xor a couple of years. There was a lay off in the 
city. 2,000 engineers were laid off aocl I was away from the 
city about approximately three years 9 and I was called back* 
Sfcr. Taveniier. Where did you live during that period? 
Mr. Nagio, During that period I lived in Sunnyside, 
Long Island. 

Mir. Taveoner. All right. .^roseed. 
Mir. Nagic. Then in 1936., April 1036 to January 1938 , 
on© year and nine months, 1 worked for the Department of Sani- 
tation, New York City. That is a City Department. That is 
right her© in the Borough. After that I worked for the 
Department of Public Works, Bureau of Arohitechture, Division 
of Buildings, from January 1938 to May 196S. That was If 
years and four months. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you began that employment with the 
Department of Public Works of this city, whore did you live? 

Mr. Nagin. The Department of Public Works ~ lot m© see - 
1 believe I still lived in Sunnyside or Forest Mills, because 
1 moved shortly after that, so either 1 lived in Sunnyside — 
if 1 didn't live in Sunnyside at the time I got the Job, maybe 
a year later I moved to Forest Hills, which I remember the 
address is 108 1464 Road, Forest Hills. I owned a house. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What was your next place of residence? 

Mr. Nagin. I lived there about 15 years. I owned a 
house. I sold the house and then X went to 865 West End 
Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever live at 48th Street in Queens? 

Mr. Nagin. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you live there? 

Mr. Ross. Off the record. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) \ 

Mr. Nagin. That is Sunnyside. 

Mr. Tavenner. Oh, that is Sunnyside. 

Mr. Nagin. Yes, that is Sunnyside, 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your duties as a 
civil engineer in the Department of Public Works? 

Mr. Nagin. In the Department of ftibiio Works principally 
we design. 

Mr. Ross. What you did, not what they did. What you 

did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What your duties were. 

Mr. .Nagin. We designed city buildings, designed and 
cheeked, that involved design drafting and checking all types 
of city buildings, such as garages, markets, hospitals, police 
stations, Jails, firehouses, et cetera, and a lot of alteration 
work. 

Mr. Tavenner. What? 
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Mr. Nagin. Alteration work, like repairs in a hospital 
and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you had any government employment in 
the City of New York other than which you have told us about? 
Mr. Nagin. No. That is all. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nagin. 
Mr. Nagia. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1 have before m© an excerpt from the 

Daily News, July 10, 1956 issue 

Mr. Nag in. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner, Of that paper. 

Mr. Nagia, Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whieh refers to you or at least to a 
person by the name of Morris Nagin. 
Mr. Nagin. Yes. 

Mr, Tavenner. This newspaper article refers to a deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court ordering you to report for the ans- 
wering of questions t© a certain commission. I will read 
the first paragraph: 

"A former city employee was ordered in Supreme 
Court yesterday to reveal whether he had ever been a 
Communist Member if he wants the job he lost when he 
failed to testify fully. The ruling was handed down 
by Justice Felix Benvenga in the case of Morris Nagin, 
63, of 863 West End Avenue. He lost his Job as a 



Department of Public Works Assistant givii Engineer in 
July of 1955, after his alleged failure to answer ques- 
tions in a security check." 
Does that refer to you? 

Mr. Ross. Mr. Tavenner, I would like to state for the 
record that that case is still pending, undetermined, in the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of New York County, 
and that there has been no final disposition and all proceed, 
ings in that case have been stayed pending the determination 
of that court. 

I would suggest, therefore, if you want the record to 
indicate that such an action is still pending I have no 
objection to making a statement on the record on his behalf 
that the action brought by him for reinstatement was decided 
by Judge Venveaga, who has issued an order reinstating him 
upon compliance with certain conditions, that he appealed from 
so much of that order as imposed the conditions and that that 
appeal has not yet been determined and is now awaiting dis- 
position by the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court in New 
York. 

Mr. Tavenner . I see. Then the conditions that were pre- 
scribed by that order, namely, that you report back to answer 
the questions which you had refused to answer, has not been 
complied with? 

Mr. Boss. I want to say that the terms of the order are 
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not as stated An the newspaper clipping. I can tell you what 
the four conditions of the order were so that the record may 
show that he was reinstated upon condition j 

First, that he withdraw an application for retirement 
which he had filed; 

Second, that he report back to the Commissioner of In- 
vestigation when asked to do so to resume his examinations 

Third, that he answer all relevant questions asked by 
the Commissioner; and 

Fourth, that he waive his privilege against incrimination. 

Those were the four conditions imposed. These are almost 

i 

verbatim the conditions in the order aod these are the four 
conditions which are the subject o£ the appeal. 

fifr. Tavenner. My purpose was only to ask you about one 
of those conditions and that is whether or not you have 
reported back to resume questioning. 

Mr. Ross, i want to report that there is a stay of the 
provisions of th© order now in effect. 

Mr. Tavenner. That means, then, Mr. Witness, that you 
have not actually reported back as yet. 

Mr, Nagin. No, it is still pending, 

Mr. Tavenner. For further questioning. 

Mr. Nagin. ^That is right. The case is still pending. 

Mr. Doyle. May I explain to counsel, that while, the 
way it developed I did not stop you from making your statement 
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as explanatory of your client *s position, the rule of the 
Committee is that we do not allow argument, because we do not 
have time and opportunity for it by counsel before the Committee « 
But in your case, because of the nature of it, I allowed you to 
proceed, but I know you will observe the rule after this. 

Mr. Ross. It was to inform the Committee as to the legal 
proceedings and that is all. 

Mr. Doyle. I know it was, and that is why I let it go 
on without interrupting. 

Mr. Boss. Yes, sir. Thank you very much, Mr. Congress- 
man . 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you leave the employ of the 
Department of Public Works? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Nagin, There was an order entered dismissing me 
by the Department — rather, by the Commissioner of Public 
Works as of June 17, 1055. 

Mr. Tavenner, Now, Ms?. Nagin, the Committee here is 
interested in receiving evidence regarding Communist Party 
efforts to infiltrate different city government agencies 
and to learn what it can regarding the techniques of the 
Communist Party in carrying out its propaganda among employees 
of the city. Now, I want to ask you whether or not during 
the period that you were a member of the Department of Public 
Works you were aware of an organisation of the Communist Party 
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referred to as the Industrial Workers Branch of the Communist 
£>arty 9 mad© up principally of city government employees? 

Mr. Nagen, Well, I am afraid I will have to respectfully 
decline this answer because as I have been infos* mad by say 
counsel that under the decisions of the Supreme Court in the 
Catkins and Sweezy cases the powers of this Committee are 
strictly limited in the area of questions concerning ay 
beliefs, expressions, or associations,, on the grounds that 
such questions constitute as interference witto my rights under 
the First Amendment, that the enabling resolution of this 
Commit tee is in itself an unlawful delegation of power, that 
such questioning is in any event beyond th© jurisdiction of 
this Committee, that this question or any like questions 
can not be pertinent to any legitimate subject of inquiry 
to which this Committee can address itself under its enabling 
resolution, that the purpose of the question addressed to me 
now and any like questions as well as the requirement of my 
appearance before the Committee is for the purpose of expos- 
ure for the sake of exposure and for the purpose of doing 
me personal iajury and not for th© purpose of pursuing any 
legitimate substantive inquiry that this Committee is lawfully 
authorised to pursue. 

That is on the basis of my counsel 1 s advice. 
Mr. Tavenner. You do not rely upon the Fifth Amendment 
as your reason not to answer? 



• § 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. These are my grounds in stating ay answer 
to your previous question, 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Tavenaer, may I just briefly state this? 

Of course this Committee never intends to violate any 
decision of the United States Supreme Court. We are not 
violating it now in our opinion. I want to assure you that 
we are not questioning you, sir, merely to expose you or to 
hurt you. We called you here because we have information 
we believe is reliable that you can help this Committee in its 
investigation within the Jurisdiction of its enabling act, 
its charter. That is why you are here. I want to assure you 
that. There is no intent or desire on the part of any Con- 
gressional Committee to hurt anybody. But we believe we 
have evidence that you could cooperatewith us and help us in 
our legal duties as a Congressional Committee. 

How, I recognise that statement you read an an able state~ 
meat prepared by able counsel for you to read, but we dos e t 
agree with it. We think th* statement is not well founded, 
»e believe th© questions we asked you and will ask you are 
pertinent and proper. 

And I wish to say, as i read the Watkias decision, the 
Wat kins deoisioa did. not hold, as is stated in that statement 
prepared by your legal counsel. xt didn't hold that the 
enabling charter of this Committee was illegal. If it did 
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it would lave sai* it was un-Constitutional, out it dian f t so 
state, 

bo when we take tii^e to call you here, Witness, we call 
you .ere as an American citizen, expecting your cooperation 
within tr& law* 

1 ank you f Mr* Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nagin, we have found that many of 
the employees oi the city government v/ere isumoers of Local 111 
of the United ^uulic Workers, ftere you a meaner oi that local? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Nagin. Well, of course, 1 can insist on iuy previous 
objections, but i don f t think it is very important. I don't 
exactly remember whether it was Local ill or 113. I belonged 
to an engineering union of some sort . Basically, my business 
is engineering, I am not a politician. 
Mr* Tavenner. You are not a what? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Scherer. Be said he wasn»t a politician, except in 
the Communist A'arty. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee please whether 
or not while you were employed as a civil— 

Mr* Sweesy, Mr. Tavenner, let uie ask him a question. 
You said you are not a politician. Do you consider a 
person who is active in the Communist Party not to be a 
politician? 
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(The' witness conferred with his counsel,) 
Mr. Nagin # Do I have to answer these questions? 
Mr. Ross. That is Congressman bcherer. 
Mr. Tavenner. He is a member of the Committee . 
Mr. Magin. I thought you were part of the audience, 
Mr. Scherer. I just moved down here. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Scherer left the seat on the bench because 
there is a draft right across from us here, and he is not used 
to New York weather. 

Mr. Nagin. It is a matter of opinion what some may think. 

Mr. Scherer. I didn f t ask y©u that question. I asked 
the question only because you volunteered the statement that 
you are not a politician. X think that anyoody is a politician 
who takes active part in either the Democratic Party, the 
Republican Party or the Communist i»arty. 

Mr. If agin. That is right. 

Mr. Scherer. So I just waifed to ask you whether you 
thought a person who was active in the Communist j^arty was not 
a politician. 

Go ahead, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, weren f t you such a politician? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Nagin. I object on the same grounds as I heretofore 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenwer. Do you think a person who circulated peti~ 
tlom tor the election of Communist Pa^ty aomioees lor council 



would be a politician? 

(The witness conferred with bis counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. I assert the same oojection, 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn*t you circulate such petitions? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Nagin. The same objection. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a noaiinatingfepetitioa for 
Councilman supporting a person candidate for the Communist 
Party for the November X939 election. 

(Document handed to witness.) 

Mi*. Tavenner. Will you examine it, please, and state 
whether or not the first name on the petition is your name 
and the residence following the name is the place where you 
resided in 1039? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. Well, I object to answering that question on 
the same grounds as heretofore. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask 
it be marked Nagin Exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Doyle. It will be received and so marked. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you familiar with a camp known as 
Camp Beacon at Beacon, New York in 1948? 

(Witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. Same objection, oajection to answer that 
question. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Why? 

Mr, Nagin. On the same grounds. 

Mr. Doyle. I instruct the witness to answer. 

Is that a government camp, Mr, Tavenner? 

Mr. Nagin. What was that? 

Mr, Doyle. Is that a government camp or what kind of 

camp? 

Mr, Nagin. It is a private camp. 
Mr. Tavenner. A private camp? 
Mr. Nagin. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Operated by the Communist A^arty? 
{The witness conferred with his counsel,) 
Mr, Nagin. Well, I object to answer that question on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Scherer. He asked the question. He volunteered the 
statement that it was a private camp. 

How were you connected with that camp? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Nagin. Objection to the question on the same grounds. 

Mr, Scherer. You mean you refused to answer on the same 
grounds, is that right? 

Mr, Nagin. liight. 

Mr, fecherer, Mr. Chairman, I ask you to direct- the wit- 
ness to answer the question. He volunteered the statement 
that this was a private camp and not a public camp, and I 



want to know if he was connected with that camp, because he 
has to have some connection with it to know whether it was 
a public or private camp. 

Mr. Doyle. Sure, and he volunteered it was a private 

c amp . 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. The question was, was I ever connected with 

that camp? 

Mr. Scherer. Yes, : 
Mr. Nagin. I was never connected with th©t camp and 1 
expressed the opinion it was a private camp. I didn't guar- 
antee it was a private camp. 

Mr. Doyle. Did you ever attend the camp? Did you ever 

go to visit? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 

Mr, Nagin. Weil, I refuse to answer that question on 
the same grounds as heretofore, 

Mr. Doyle. 1 instruct you to answer both questions. I 
instruct you to answer Mr. Scherer »s question. 

Mr. Scherer. He answered that. 

Mr. Nagin. Which is what? 

Mr. Doyle. Which is proper and pertinent. He said he 
wasn*t connected with the camp. 

Mr, Nagin, And your question? 

Mr. Doyle. Did you understand my question? 



Mr, Nagin. Yes, sir, 

Mr , Doyle, I will repeat it. Did you ever attend that 
camp? Did you ever go there and stay? 

Mr. Nagin, Is this question relevant io any way? 
Mr , Scherer, Yes, 

Mr. Doyle. We think it is very pertinent and proper. 

Mr. Scherer. Anybody that goes to a Communist camp. 

Mr. Nagin. Then I respectfully decline to answer this 
question, Invoking the protection of the first and Fifth 
Amendments . 

Mr. Scherer. Now you invoke the protection of the Fifth 
Amendment. 

Mr. Nagin. Right. 

Mr. Ross, That is what he said, 

Mr. Scherer, Because before when he read his statement 
I understood that he did not use the Fifth Amendment. 
Mr. Koss. That is right. 

Mr. Scherer. Let's get that in the record. Counsel is 
shaking his head and the witness is shaking his head. Let me 
ask the question. That is the reason why Mr. Tavenner asked 
it before. He asked whether or not in refusing to answer his 
initial questions you were refusing to answer them on the basis 
of the Fifth Amendment. Now, it was not clear and the courts 
instruct us that when it is not clear whether you are relying 
on the Fifth Amendment, to ask you that question specifically. 



• 
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Mr a Nagin* On the last question I invoke my privilege 
and my rights to decline on the basis of the protection granted 
to me as an American citizen and that is the First and Fifth 
Amendments on the last quest ion . 

Mr. Soberer. All right . 

Mr. Nagin* I don*t remember the first quest ions 0 
Mr. Sober ©r. When you read that statement before in 
refusing to answer Mr. Tavenner's first questions after you 
took the stand, did you use the Fifth Amendment? 
Mr. Nagin. Ho. 

Mr. Scherer. &1y recollection is you did not use the 
Fifth Amendment. 

(The witness conferred frith his counsel.) 

fir. Nagin. There was no subsequent direction ordering me 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Doyle. Well, let's go back then, if that is your 
reasoning, and I now order and direct you to answer that ques- 
tion to which you say there was no direction. I am now giving 
you the direction to answer that question. 

Mr. Nagin. Will you kindly specify the question? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

The question was this; So let me re-ask you the question. 
While an employee of the Department of Public Works were you 
aware of the existence of an organized group of the Communist 



120 



Party which went by the name of Industrial Workers* Branch of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr # Nagin. Well, I am directed to answer that question? 

Mr. Doyle. Yes, Mr. Witness. 

Mr. Nagin. You think the question is relevant? 

Mr. Doyle. Very relevant, very proper, else we wouldn't 
direct you to answer it. 

Mr. Nagin. I respectfully decline to answer the question, 
invoking the protection of the First and Fifth Amendments. 

Mr. Scherer. That is better. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir. 

Were you aware of the existence of an organized group 
of the Communist Party made up, in part, of members of your 
union, whether it was Local 111 or Local 113 of the United 
Public Workers? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Ta vender. Including the Fifth Amendment? 

Mr. Nagin. That is right, 

Mr. Tavenaer* Were you a member of the Communist Party 
at the time of the issuance of the order in June 1955 terminat- 
ing your employment? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel «) 

Mr. Nagin. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not? 
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to. Nagin. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. lave you been a member of the Communist 
-farty at any time during 1955? 
Mr. Nagin. No, sir. 

to. Tavenner. Whea did you sever your connection with 
tne Communist i^arty? 

Mr. Nagin. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. It is invoking the protection of the First and Fifth 
Amendments. 

Mr. Sohorer. Were you a member of the Communist A*arty in 

the year 1954? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
to. Nagin. Well, I am sorry. I have to decline to ans- 
wer that also, invoking the First and Fifth Amendments. 

to. Tavenaer. When did the investigation begin which 
resulted in the hearing that you had in June 1955 before the 
Commission? 

(The Witness conferred with his counsel.) 
to. Nagin. ivs far as 1 know I was ordered to report May 
16 to the Commissioner of Investigation, 
to. Tavenner. That was in 195S? 
to. Nagin. 1955. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist A>arty 
on — May, did you say May 16? 
Mr. Nagin. That is right. 
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Mr, Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist ^arty 
on May 15, 1955? 

Mr. Nagin. No. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. That is right. I already testified that at 
no time during the year 1955 was I a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr, Scherer. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, but did you learn that this investiga- 
tion was underfoot during the year 1954? 
Mr. Nagin, No. 

Mr. Tavenner. You didn't know anything about it? 

Mr. Nagin. X was called. I didn't know what X was called 

for. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Do you not know that the investiga- 
tion of that matter began in June of 1954? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. I don't. There was talk in the newspaper 
that there was going to be some investigation but I didn't 
know there was going to be. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you withdraw from the Communist ^arty 
when you heard there was going to be an investigation? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. I decline to answer that question, Invoking 
the protection of the Fifth Amendment, First and Fifth. 



Mr* Tavenner, Actually, when you learned V\at there was 
going to be trouble over this thing you got out of the *orty 9 
dida^t you? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 

Mr* Nagin. Is that a question? 

Mr 0 Tavenner* Yes* I said didn't you? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 

Mr* Hagiu* J asa invoicing the same answer* 

Mr* Tavenuer* Were you a member of the CoBiaauaist #ar*y 
whoa you were first employed by tho Department of public Vvorks 
in 1938? 

(Tho witness conferred with his counsel,) 

Mr, Kagin* 1 decline on the saiue grounds* 

Mr* Seherer« What year did you say you were naturalised, 

sir? 

Mr* SSagin* 1918 in the United States toy, 

(The witness conferred with his counsel # ) 

Mr* Tavenner* had you been a member of the Coxaama&st 

A'arty at any time before the time of your naturalization? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 
Mr. Nagin* X decline to answer that on the same grounds 9 
Mr* Tavenner* You were 28 years of age at the time of 

your naturalisation * 

Mr. Nagin* About right* That is about right* 

Mr* Tavenner* Where did you live prior to going into the 

Army? 
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Mr. Nagin, I lived alone before going into the Army. 
I was a student. I was going to school. I always lived in 
the vicinity of Cooper Union. I don't remember the addresses 
now. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
before you went into the United States Army? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. Same objection as before, same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the iwo between 

1947 and 1948? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. Well, 1 am objecting to— yes, I decline to 
answer that question on the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Samuel Garnet t? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nagin. Same objection, oq the same grounds, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr, Sohere?, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Scherer. No, I have no questions, 

Mr, Doyle, Witness, I hereby notify you to appear back 
in this building in Room 618 on May 7, 1958 at 10:00 o'clock 
ia the morning. 

Mr, Nagin. Again? Here? 

Mr. Doyle. That is Room 618 in this building, in the 
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same building, but Room 618. 

Mr. Nagin. What time? 

Mr. Doyle. May 7 at 10:00 o'clock. 

Mp. Nagin. 10:00 a* clock. 

Mr. Doyle. Tha£ is under your present subpoena, I am 
continuing your subpoena. Your counsel will explain that to 
you. So we do not have to serve you again with anything. 

Do you think that is clear, counsel? 

Mr. Ross. Yes, I understand. May 7 at 10:00 o'clock. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Tavenner, call your next witness, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I call Elmer Luebke as 
the next witness. 

Mr. Doyle. Will the witness please be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth,, so help you God. 

Mr. Luebke. I do, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you, and have a chair. 

TESTIMONY OF ELMER LUEBKE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
MARK LANE, 211 East 116 STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner, What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Luebke. Elmer Luebke, 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your name? 

Mr. Luebke. E-l-m-e-r L~u-e-b-k-e . 

Mr. Tavenner. Lub— . 

Mr. Luebke. L-u-e-b-k-e , 

\ 



Mr, Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness 
please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Lane. Mark Lane, 211 East 116th Street, New York, 
New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Luebke? 
Mr. Luebke. Whitewater, Wisconsin. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 
Mr. Luebke. 304 West 92nd Street. 

Mr, Tavenner. I do not believe you stated the date of 
your birth, 

Mr. Luebke. November 18, 1900. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in the City of New 

» 

York? 

Mr, Luebke. Well, I know the year. I don*t remember the 
month. 1925. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have lived in New York constantly 
sine© that time? 

Mr, Luebke. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, 
briefly what your formal educational training has been? 

Mr. Luebke. Grade school and three years of night high 
school, 

Mr. Tavenner, What is your present employment? 
Mr. Luebke, Unemployed, 

Mr, Tavenner. Lave you at any time been employed by the 
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City Government of New Ifork? 

(Tli© witness conferred with his counsel,) 
Mr» luehke* 2 decline to answer because it may tend to 
incriminate me and I rely on *uy rights under the Fifth Amend- 
ment, 

i5r„ Ta vender, Mr. Luebke 9 it is difficult to see whether 
or »ot a statement whether or not. you had been at sou*© time 
employed by the City of He*/ York could possibly tend to incrim- 
inate you 0 Certainly there is nothing illegal about being 
employed by the City of New York, 

Mr* Doyle a I instruct the witness to answer* It is 
clearly a pertinent and proper quest ion . 

(The witness conferred with his counsel *) 

Mr* Uiebke. 1 decline to answer that question on the 
grounds it may tend to incriminate m and I rely on my rights 
under the Fifth Amendment * 

Mr* Tavenner . Mr. Luebke , we are undertaking to ascertain 
facts regarding Communist Party infiltration among employees 
of the city government in various agencies of the city govern- 
ment * We understood that you were a civil engineering drafts- 
man and that you had been employed by the Department of Public 
Works from 1946 up to 1056 and that if you were so employed 
that you would be in a position to give this Committee informa- 
tion on the subject of its inquiry 0 

In the light of the answer you havejust given m© 1 am going 
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to ask you this question: Were you a meober of the Communist 
Party at any time between 1946 and 1956? 

Mr. Luebke. 1 decline to answer because it may tend to 
incriminate or degrade me and relying on my rights of the 
Fifth Amendment of the Constitution, 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party 

now? 

Mr. Luebke. I decline to answer that question because it 
may incriminate me or degrade me and I rely on my rights under 

the Fifth Amendment. 

Mr, Tavenner. Have you ever travelled in a foreign coun- 
try? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Luebke. I decline to answer on the. ground that it 
may tend to incriminate or degrade me and X rely on my rights 
under the Fifth Amendment . 

Mr. Scherer. Where was this witness born, air. Tavenner? 

Sr. Tavenner. Wisconsin, I believe you said — is that 

correct? 

Mr. Luebke. Yes, sis?« 

Br. Tavenner. Did you go to Russia in 1941 to engage in 

construction work? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Luebke. I decline to answer on the ground that it 

may tend to incriminate or degrade me, relying on my rights 

t 

I 
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under the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, we have understood that a number of 
employees of the City Government have at one time or another 
been identified as members of Local 111 of the UPA, United 
Jfublio Workers Association. Have you ever been a member of 
that union? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Luebke. I decline to answer on the ground that it 
may tend to incriminate me and I rely on my rights under the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold an official position,, in fact 
the position of President p in 1946 of the Federation of Archi- 
tects, Engineers and Technicians and Chemists? 

Mr. Luebke. I decline to answer on the grounds that it 
may tend to incriminate or degrade me, and I rely on my rights 
under the Fifth Amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1 think it is a waste of time, Mr, Chair- 
man, to ask this witness any further questions. 

Mr. Doyle. Witness, I am continuing your subpoena in 
full force and effect for you to return to this building 
at 10:00 o'clock in the morning, May 7, this year, in Room 
618 in this building. * 
Mr. Luebke. Room 618? 

Mr. Doyle. Room 018 in this building, 10:00 a.m.. May 
7, 1958. 
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Thank you, counsel. 
Mr. Lane. Thank you. 

Mr, Doyle. Call the next witness, Mr. Tavenner. 
Mr. Tavenner. The witness will takd this chair here, 
please. 

Mr. Doyle. Will the witness please be sworn? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God. 
Mr. Rutkoff . I do. j 
Mr. Doyle. Thank you. Take the chair. 

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES RUTKOFF, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, EPHRAIM LONDON, 150 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 

Mr. Tavenner, Will you state your name, please, sir? 
Mr. Rutkoff. Charles Rutkoff, 

Mr, Tavenner, Will counsel aooompanyiag the witness 
please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. London. Ephraim London, 150 Broadway.. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr, Rutkoff? 

Mr, Rutkoff, I beg your pardon, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner, When and where were you born? 

Mr. Rutkoff. I was born in New York City on March 10, 

1912. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 
Mr. Rutkoff. In Manhattan. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in New York City all of your 
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life? 

Mr. Rutkoff. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state briefly what your educa- 
tional training has been, that is, your formal training? 

Mr. Rutkoff. Well, I graduated from college here in the 

city. 

Jflr. Tavenner. What college? 

Mr. Rutkoff. That was City College in 1933, and then I 
was at Columbia University in 1934 and 1935, that academic 
year. -After that I held some — that is my formal training. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, l» what field did you major? 

Mr. Eutkoff, I majored in education, and history and 
economics. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, 
ivhat college that was that you attended? 

Mr. Rutkoff, My undergraduate work was City College of 
Mew York and my graduate work was Columbia University, 
Columbia Graduate School. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you follow the same field in your 

f 

graduate work? ' 

Mr. Rutkoff. Yes. That was it — education, economics, 
history. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, what 
your principal employment has been since the completion of 
your education? 
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Mr. Rutkoff. Well, I had some short term jobs that 
didn't amount to very muoh until 1937, when 1 entered the 
Civil Service Commission and I worked there continuously 
until 1956. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the Civil Servioe Commission of 
the City of New York? 

Mr. Rutkoff. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity were you employed there? 
Mr. Rutkoff. Well, I was employed under a number of 
different titles over the years, but essentially the trade, if 

* 

I may use that term, or the occupation, was personnel tech- 
nician* 

i 

Mr* Tavenner ♦ What were your duties as personnel tech- 
nician? 

Mr* Rutkoff* My duties were to assist in the administra- 
tion, grading and preparation of tests and later on I did train- 
ing work* 

to* Tavenner* What type of training work? 

Mr* Hutteoff * Well, it was training for city employees, 
and it consisted roughly of tv/o areas (1) serving as a consul- 
tant whenever people wanted training information, training 
aids, such as visual aids, things of that sort, and (2) we 
also had a program of getting reduced fees for city employees 
who wanted to take courses at local colleges, 

Mr. Tavenner* Bid your position include the duty of pass- 
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lag upon the eligibility of persons for employment? 

Mr. Rutkoff, My dulfes included whether or not people 
passed certain examinations. In other words, I might grade 
a paper against a certain standard. Now, I think that couXd 

mean what you say. 

to. Taveaner. Did that also inolude the duty of personal 

interviews with those individuals? 

Mr. Rutkoff. Yes, it did. Sometimes it did. 

Mr. Tavenaer. And did it inolude guidance of those 
individuals into certain types of employment? 

to. Rutkoff. No, that it did not. I had no control at 
all over where people wanted to work or where they went. I 
simply carried out orders from my superiors relating to cer- 
tain specified tasks, 

Mr, Taveaner. Yes. Now, when you state that you graded 
individuals, did that mean giving them a status which would 
entitle them to a particular position when that position be- 
came vacant? 

to. Rutkoff. Well, I would answer the question this way, 
that I would be given a paper to rate against what we would 
call a rating key. I would not know who the person connected 
to that paper was. There is a special safeguard so that each 
paper is completely anonymous. And before any person like 
myself is rating these papers, or to get them to rate, they 
were made anonymous through a certain process of giving them 
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an arbitrary number and they were first scanned by other people 
to make sure they were completely anonymous. 

As you realize, sir, over the years the Civil Service 
Commission examining method developed certain safeguards so 
that all candidates are anonymous. This was one of them. 

Therefore, I would rate these papers and, on the basis 
of the marks received, the person might or might not be eligible, 
I might not rate a whole paper j I might just rate one question. 

Also, anything that I rated was counter -rated by another 
examiner — that was the rule of the Commission, always that 
two examiners had to rate every paper. And if it were what 
we would call a short answer test, we had to agree precisely 
on the rating* If it were one in which it was an essay test 
rated against a key, we would have to agree within ten percent 
and if we could not reach that agreement it would be brought 
to the attention of the next higher person and presumably, 
though 1 don't recall such an instance, if no agreement could 
still be reached it would go to the Director of Examinations. 

Mr. Tavenner, How many other persons holding similar 
position to you were there at one time? 

Mr. Hutkoff . I would say roughly the examining staff 
might be anywhere between fifty and one hundred. 

t 

Mr. Tavenner. These persons that you would personally 
interview, they would of course know that you were an examiner? 
Mr. Rutkoff . Not until the moment of the examination, 
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sir. In other words, we knew candidates only by number, A 
special monitor outsidewould Just say Candidate 35 is coming 
in. We would not know who that candidate was. In f act, if 
we recognized a candidate we would so state into the stenograph- 
ic record which we had. There would always be two examiners or 
more, and there was a stenographic record mads or a transcrip- 
tion made on a recording of everything said at that hearing 
or interview,, so that this could be subject to court review, 
since the candidates had certain rights. 

Mr. Tavenaer. We have learned that a great luany of the 
city employees were members of the Local Union 111 of the 
United Public Workers of America, Were you a member of that 
organization? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. Yes, I was. 

Mr, Tavenaer. 1 think you were President at one time, 
were you not, of Local 111, 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. liutkoff. I was President not of the local, sir, but 
of the Chapter in the particular department in which X was, 
A local would embrace a number of different departments. This 
was Just the immediate office, so to speak. We had only one 
location, and that was Just, I think in another union, you 
might have called it a steward or something like that. In 
other words, it would Just be the people I worked with. 



! 



136 

Mr. Tavenner. How many composed that group? 

i 

Mr. Rutkoff. I don*t recall now. It might be anywhere 
from twenty to thirty or forty, something around that number. 

Mr. Tavenner. What years did you hold that position in 
the local group? 

Mr. Rutkoff. Well, it is hard to remember the years now, 

but I would say— 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. (Continuing) —to the best of my ability 
it was sometime around *46 to about 1950 or •51. I don»t 
remember the exact dates now. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, the Committee has been undertaking to 
ascertain the extent of Communist Party infiltration among 
employees in various city government agencies and to learn 
the techniques and strategy used by the Communist Party in its 
propaganda activities within those groups. We understand that 
there is an organized group of the Communist Party that usually 
goes by the name of Industrial Workers Branch of the Communist 
i/arty, and that many of the government employees who were 
members of the Communist ±>arty at one time or another bee me 
identified with that group. 

Will you tell the Committee, please, what knowledge you 
have of the existence of such a group of the Communist Party, 
made up iu part of city government employees? 

(The wSsjqss conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Uutkoff. Sir, I am goi»S respectfully decline to 
answer that question on three grounds, on advice of counsel. 

In the first place, 1 decline to answer because I do not 
think that the question is a proper subject of inquiry by this 
Committee and that it is irrelevant to the Committee's func- 
tions and authority. 

And, in the second place, I decline to answer because I 
think that question violates my first Amendxuent rights, in 
requiring a disclosure of possible opinions and beliefs. 

And finally, sir, I decline to answer because I do not 
wish to be a witness against myself, and under the With 
Amendment X have the right and privilege to refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have described this small group of 
employees, of which you were the acting head, or possibly I 
believe you said the steward, who were members of Local 111 of 
the U*W and, that was while you were employed by the city govern. 

meat • 

Will you tell the Committee please, whether or not within 
that group of employees, of which you were the acting head, 
there were persons known to you to be members of the Communist 

jfarty? 

(The witness referred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Rutkoff . I respectfully decline to answer, sir, 
on the same three grounds which I just indicated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you a member of the Communist 
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Party at the time you occupied that position as head of this 
group of employees in Local 111 of UPW. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff . I respectfully decline on the same grounds, 

sir # 

Mr. Tavenner # Did you attend any closed meetings of the 
Communist Party held in Central Plaza Annex in the year 1948? 

Mr. Rutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds 1 have just indicated. 

Mr. Tavenaer. Were you a member of any other labor union 
during the period of your employment by the City of Hew York? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. rwas a member of the City Employees Union, 
which was chartered by the Teamsters. 

Mr. Tavenaer. Was that Local 237? 

Mr. Rutkoff. Yes, sir, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time were you a member 
of that organisation? 

Mr. Rutkoff. I believe it was 1953 or 1954 to 1956. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member at the same time of Local 
111 of the United i^ublie Workers? 

Mr. Rutkoff. Not at the same time, no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that because the" United public Workers 
had been kicked out of the CIO because of alleged Communist 
control? 



(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Rutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated, 

Mr . Tavenner. Win you state whether or not you engaged 
in any Couauunist Party activities within Local 237 of the Team- 
sters Union? 

Ms-. Rutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated. 

Mr. Tavenner. i think I should ask you the question, in 
view of the answers to other questions 1 have asked, as to 
whether or not you were identified with the Young Communist 
League while at City College. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. The answer is no. 

Mr. Tavenner . Were you a member of the Communist Party 
at any time while ia attendance at the City College? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

ASr. Rutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that 
question, sir 0 on the grounds X have indicated. 

Mr. Scherer . Mr. Tavenner, did you .ask the witness about 
present Party membership? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, 1 have not. 

Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. No, I am not. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When did you leave your employment with 
the state? Was that in 1957? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel # ) 

Mr. Tavenner. (Continuing) And if so, what time in 

•57. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Rutkoff. I resigned in December of 1956, but I 
believe I had two or three weeks of leave, so that I went 
off the payroll the first week or so of January, 1957. 

Mr • Tavenner. At the time you resigned, in 1956, were you 
a member of the Communist Party? 

$The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Rutkoff . I was not* 

Mr, Taveaaer. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
at any time in 1956? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 
Mr, Rutkoff. I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. The public press carried notice of an in- 
vestigation to be made among government employees relating to 
Communism in June of 1954. Do you recall that? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. I have no recollection of such a statement, 

sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aware in June of 1954 that an 
investigation was spoken of in the field of Communism? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rut&off. I don«t recall anything specific, sir a 

Mr. Tavenaer. Do you recall anything in general? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. } 

Mr. Taveaner. (Continuing) That is, that an investiga- 
tion was being rumored? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr . Rutkoff . I am sorry r sir, I can't seean to recall 
any such investigation. 

Mr. Taveaner. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
at any time in 1954 , prior to June of that year? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Euttoff . 1 respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated. 

Mr. Tavexmer. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
at any time in 1954. 

Mr. Rut feoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated. 

Mr. Tavenaer. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
on January l f 1954? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Eutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
January 1, 1956? 



(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
ISr. Rutkoff . I was not, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What happened in the year 1956 to have 
caused you to change that character of the answer you have 
given to these questions? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
on the first of May, 1956? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. The answer is no, sir, I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. February 1, 1956? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. No, I was not. 

Mr, Tavenner. January 1, 1956 — I asked you that — but 
I don f t recall your answer. 

Mr. Rutkoff. My answer was -no, sir, I was not. 
Mr. Tavenner. I beg your pardon. 

Then it was sometime during 1955 when you arrived at the 
status that yo» were not a member of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner, CCoatinulng) And I am trying to fia the 
date. Won't you help me without my having to go through every 
month of the year to determine? 
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Mr. London. If this is not to be considered a waiver of 
any rights, I will be happy to indicate what the witness* testi- 
mony might be in answer to these questions. 

Mr. Tavenner, Can't he do that? 

Mr. London. If you want to save some time. 

Mr. Tavenner. He is the one under oath. 

Mr. London. If you want to save time, Mr. Tavenner, A &k 
perfectly willing to cooperate with you to save the time. I 
don* t want this witness to waive any rights by trying to cooper- 
ate and shorten the examination. 

Ms*. Tavenner. I see what you mean. I guess I will have 
to do it the hard way. 

Mr. Doyle. Thanks just the same. 

Mr. Tavenner. Y.'ere you a member ©f the Communist **arty 
on July 1, 1955? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. on June 1, 1955? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the ground that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Kow were you employed on June I, 1955? 

Mr. Rutkoff. I was with the Civil Service Commission, 

Mr, Tavenner. Were you active on June 1, 1955 in the 
Local 237 of the Teamsters Union? 



(The witness conferred with his oounsel.) 
Mr e Rutkoff. Yes, I was, I understood your question to 
be Local 237 of the Teamsters Union? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Rutkoff . Yes, sir. The answer is yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What occurred during the month of May or 
June 1955 which would have a bearing on your status as a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rutkoff. I would respectfully deoline to answer that, 
sir, on the grounds I have indicated at the beginning of my 
testimony. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1949, did you take an active part in 
the way of sending a protest to Albany defaming the Feinberg- 
Heck bill, ousting Communists from the school system of New 
York? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend ae a delegate in 1941 a 
meeting of the American Youth Congress? 

(The Witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rutkoff. I respeotfully deoline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indioated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate in 1940 to the American 
Peaoe Mobilization Convention in ChioagA, which was held under 




the auspices of the World Youth Congress? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 

Mr # Rutkoff. Could you please repeat that question? I am 
a little confused, 

Mr, Tavenner, Will you read the question, please, 
(The reporter read from his notes as requested,) 
Mr, Tavenner, To clarify that question I should say a 
delegate from the state-county of Municipal Workers of jftmerica, 
Mr # Rutkoff , I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds I have indicated, 

Mr, Tavenner, I have no further questions, Mr, Chairman, 
Mr. Doyle, May I just inquire, please, in regard to this 
last answer, witness? 

Mr, Tavenner 1 s question referred to a conference or conven- 
tion 27 years ago, 1941, 

Mr, Tavenner, That is right, 

Mr. Doyle, I noticed that. That was a long time ago. 
You are not a very elderly man. 

Then 1 noticed, too, your answer when he asked you if you 
were a member of the Young Communists League, at City College, 
was it? 

Mr. Tavenner, Yes, sir, 

Mr. Doyle. You said no. But when he asked you if you were 
a member of the Communist Party at the same time, you pleaded 
your Constitutional privilege, which is understandable, but that 
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also was many years ago* 

Then I noticed that when he asked you anything about a 
period days to June 1, 1955, you declined to answer, claiming 
your privilege. But any date as to whether or not you were a 
member of the Communist conspiracy or the i'arty, and they are 
similar — i!>ey mean the same tr.ing as ± see it —subsequent 
to July 1, 1955, you did not claim your privilege* You said 
no t wheu he asked you right straight through whether or not 
you were a member of the Communist rarty sines July 1, 1955, 
your answer right through was no, you were not. 

Mr. JcLerer and I, members of ti.is Subcoiumifctee, of course, 
are both lawyers. We know t:.at you aro not chargeable with any 
inference by reason of any claim of privilege as a matter of 
law. But as a matter of human interest it is interesting to 
us as there is a cut off date there in your answers as before 
July 1 una subsequent thereto. Ca^t you help us as one of your 
Congressional Committees in this investigation to understand 
what ,it was if anytning in your experience ana your associations 
prior to July 1, 1355, a;3d subsequent ttereto, so far as 
Communist affiliations or knowledge oi tae Communist ^arty 
is concerned? Can't you help us in t lis investigation in thxs 
field of inquiry? 

*hy don*t you do itv ion i ave had exceptional training, 
you are exceptionally well qualii'ieo. You lave been a labor 
union leader. You have been a leader in your community ft tfow, 
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you have had great technical experience and training. 
Xsn f t Congress entitled to your help? 
I assume you zve not afraid of any bodily ham. if you 
helped us to know more of the problem as to how the Communist 
group worked in the labor union with your knowledge, if it did* 
And while I say "if it die? 1 ' of course* wo know that it did, 
generally speaking, in labor unions in those years, as well as 
some of them'aow. 

Vv'e are not asking you to tattle is that sense, but we do 
think you owe your country and hava as obligation as a patriotic 
American citizen to help us, since you are in a situation to 
say you ore not now a member of the Communist tarty and Lave 
not been since July 1, 1955 a aeaaber of the Communist *arty« 
I take it when you say t!at, and I assume you mean since July 
1, 1955, you have not Erectly ox indirectly *^ad any obligation 
or pledge of any kind to the Coiuamnist tarty. Is that true ~~ 
directly or indirectly. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 
Mr. Rutkoff. That is true, sir, 

Sir. Boyle. Then why can't you help us? Here are three 
years behind you. Why can* I; jou help us? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Kutkoff. I most respectfully , sir, must decline to 
answer on the grounds that I have indicated at the beginning 
of my testimony. 




Mr, Doyle. Of course you do not have to. We do not 
compel you to, sir. It is a matter of voluntary choice, 
thank God, under our American Constitution that you have that 
right , 

I should think with the world in a showdown as it is, 
between the Communist-Soviet system and our American system, 
that you might well consider it your patriotic duty to make 

* 

a choice of helping your own government, beoause this is 
government we are in — v/e are in the American Congress, and 
we are inviting you to be helpful and we believe you can do it. 
Otherwise we would not have you here. 
Why don f t you do it . 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 
Mr # Soberer. 1 have no fur titer questions, 
Mr. Doyle, Witness, I am directing you to come back to 
Room 618 in this building at 10:00 o' clock, May 7, 1958, with- 
out further suopoena and without further notice, I am contin- 
uing the subpoena in effect, 

Mr, Taveaner, you may call the next witness, 
Mr, Tavenner. The next witness is Mrs, Sylvia Abrams. 
Mr, Doyle. Will the witness please be sworn? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God, 
Mrs, /tbraibs* I do # 

Mr, Doyle., Thank you. You may take the chair. 
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TESTIMONY OF SYLYW ABRAMS , ACCOMPANIES BY COUNSEL 
BERNARD JAFFE, 135 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, jfoft YORE 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your uame, please? 

Jars. Abrau**. Yes. oyivia Abrams. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Jaffa. Yes. Bernard Jaffe, 135 Broadway. 
MP. Tavenner. Is Sylvia Aar«ms your carried name? 
Mrs. Abrams. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your came prior to marriage? 
Mrs. Abrams. Sylvia Berg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a resident of the City of New 

York? 

Mrs. Abrams. Yes, 1 am. 

i 

Mr. Tavenner. And a native of New York? 
Mrs. Abrams. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee briefly what 
your formal educational training has been? 

Mrs. Abrams. Yes. I am a graduate of Hunter College, 

1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what subjects did you major? 
Mrs. Abrams. Social Science. 

Mr. Doyle. Was Dr. Bella Dodd teaching there when you were 
at Hunter? 

Mrs. Abrams. I don't think so. I graduated from evening 
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sohool of Hunter College. 

Mr. Tavenner, Will you tell the Committee, please, what 
your principal employments havo been since the completion of 
your college work? 

Mrs, Abrams. Yes. I worked as a secretary for a psychia- 
trist after graduation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was that? 

Mrs. Abrams. It was ou 32nd Street and Park /.venue. I 
don*t remember the exact address, 

Mr, Tavenner. What was the name? 

?ars. Abe ma. Dr. Louis Herman and Dr. Charles uppenheimer. 
Then I worked for some time at Wendell Chemists on Park 

Avenue in t: e 70* s. 

Then I was employed on WW as a remedial reading teacher 

until-™ 

Mr, Tsr/euaer. W.at was period of your employment by 

Mrs. /brains. I *on»t rowember when it bej-8P, probably 
sro-od 1036 thro<r;>. 1240, * en 1 took a Civil service Awiia- 
tlvj in a clerical capacity, and J worked at fceaton rospital 
in vtaten Island for o period of about a year. 

Then I took an examination for welfare investigator, 
Department of Welfare Investigator, and worked there for a 
year .- 

Then I v-as employed by New York- City Housing Authority, 
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beginning with Jiune 1941 as a Housing Assistant and through a 
series of examinations I became an Assistant Manager, aDd then 

Manager in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mil you tell us what projects you were con- 
nected with while employed by the Now York City Housing at hear - 
ity? 

Mrs. Abrams. Well, there were quite a few. I worked for 
the Central Office for Home Investigations when 1 was first- 
employed. 

Then Williamsburg Houses. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that employment begin at Williams- 
burg as nearly as you can give us? 

Mrs. Abrams. Perhaps arouad 1943. I aw not quite sure of 
the dates. I think I worked for two years in the Central office, 
and then at Williamsburg, in 1943, until X took matern ty leave 
in 1945. When I returned I worked in a temporary housing pro- 
ject in Northern Boulevard, then ifi Reese Houses, then Elliott 
Houses, then Builevard Houses, and then Shepherd Nostrand Houses, 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that spelled N-o-u-s-t-r-a-n-d? 

Mrs. Abrams. No. N~o.-s~t~r~a-a.~d, 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe to the Committee, please, 
briefly, what your duties as a Housing Manager were? 

Mrs. Abrams. As a Housing manager briefly within the 
policy set by the Housing Authority, I am responsible for all 
phases of operation in the work required of the housing project, 



152 

such as the collection of rents, tenant turn-over, necessary 
inspections of the physical property, setting up schedules for 
the various employees, meeting with community leaders, preparing 
budgets, and making required reports. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also pass on the applicants for 

rent? 

Mrs. Abraxas. Well, no, in this sense; When we have a 
vacancy we call up and say v/e have the vacancy and then a 
certified application comes to us. At that point we are supposed 
to rent, of course if there is anything — I do sign a qualifying 
certificate which states tuat the person has been rented to is 
eligible for public housing and fulfilled all the requirements 
of pub lie housing. 

Air. Tavenner. Do you make that certification as a result 
oi' a personal interview? fc'itu the individual? 

Airs, ^braras. Ho, i do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you receive the information in 
order oase your decision as to eligibility? 

tors, Abraius. The completed application of the next person 
highest on the priority list is sent to our office when we call 
in a vacancy. The person is rented to by other members of the 
staff, ithen they are finally rented to, then Ixeceive the 
folder and sign it when they are certified. 

kr. Tavenner. Do those people work under your supervision? 

JSrs. Abr aius # *es t they do. 
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Mr. Tavenaer. V'hat is tbeir title? 
Mrs. Abraxas. Ail the people? 

Mr. Tavenaer. Yes. What is the title of the person who 
passes on those applications? 

Mrs. Abrams. On applications, there is the Assistant 
Imager, who actually receives the application, and then there 
is the Housing Assistant who does the actual renting with the 
applicant. 

Mr. Tavenaer. You have served in both these capacities 
at one time or another? 

firs. Abrams. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Tavenaer. In what capacity were you employed while 
at Williamsburg? 

Mrs. Abrams. Housing Assistant. 

Mr. Tavenaer, So you passed upon this type of thing at 
Williamsburg yourself? 

Mrs. Abrams. I rented to applicants, yes, and if I were 
to find one who hasn«t been eligible then it would be my job 
to bring it to the Manager and explain to him that this 
doesn't appear to be an eligible applicant. 

Mr. Tavenaer, Now, Mrs. Abrams, the Committee has 
received information indicating that in this vast housing 
project there have been a number of people employed in ad- 
ministrative phases of the work who were members of the Commun- 
ist Party and that also among the tenant council there were 



unorganized groups of the Communist Party . The Committee is 
endeavoring to ascertain the extent and the character of 
Communist Party activities within these fields that I have 
mentioned, and is also endeavoring to ascertain the techniques 
and the t actios used by the Communist Party in promoting its 
propaganda among these groups and the purpose of calling you 
was to find out from you what knowledge you have in this field 
that I have mentioned. 

First of all, let us consider the employees of the Author- 
ity. Are you aware of the existence of organized groups of 
the Communist Party made up chiefly of employees of the Author- 
ity? 

"Mrs. Abrams. I am glad you asked me this. Wo. in my 
almost eighteen years in the Authority I have never been aware 
of such organisations. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have also learned that there is an 
organised group of the Communist Party that goes by the naiue 
of the Industrial Workers Branch of the Communist Jfarty and 
that there were individuals who were members of this group of 
the Communist Jtarty who were employed in various government 
agencies, some in housing, some in public works, and various 
other places. 

Were you aware of the membership of any employee in 
housing in that group of the Couimunist Party? 

Mrs. Abraias. Mo. 
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Mr, Tavenner. That is the Industrial Workers Branch 
of the Communist i*arty? 

Mrs. Abrams, No, I have never even heard of it, 

Mr. Tavenner. We have information of various groups of 
the Communist ^arty, some called neighborhood groups, one of 
them is the Cielsea Branch of the Communist farty. *hat know- 
ledge do you have of it? 

Mrs. Abr'ams. I don't know about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. How is that? 

Mrs. Abrams. I don't know about it. I have no knowledge 
of it, 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of it? 
Mrs. Abrams. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been solicited? 
Mr. Scherer. Wait a minute. There is nothing on the 
record. Her answer was no. Isn't that right? 
Mrs. Abrams. I said no. 

Mr. Scherer. I am sorry. I didn't hear it. Did the 
reporter hear it? 

Mr. Tavenner, Yes. 

Mr. Scherer. I am sorry, 1 thought she just shook her 

head. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you solicited to become a member of 

it? 

Mrs. Abrams. No. 




Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time solicited, any time, 
to become a member of the Industrial Workers Branch of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. Abrams. Never. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, for fear that there may be some dif- 
ference as to name, let me put the question more general. 

Have you been solicited to become a member of any group 
of the Communist Party? 

Mrs, Abraxas. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Nov;, I would like to ask you some questions 
about the tenant council. What were tenant councils or what 
are tenant councils? 

Mrs. Abrams. Well, I have had experience with tenant 
councils only as manager, and because that is one of the re- 
quirements, we are required to meet with tenant councils, with 
their committees. 1 have known tenant councils at Boulevard 
Houses and one at my present place, where it doesn*t seem to 
be functioning for the past year. At least I have not seen 
them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your present place is where? 

Mrs. Ahr ams. Where I work now, Shepherd Nostrand. I 
haven't seen them in committee form even for the past year. 
They come with grievances, so-called, and I have not had any 
meetings with them for the past year. These are the two 
councils that I had experience with. 
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Mr. Taveaner. Xd this long experience that you have 
had in this field, has there come to your attention any Commun- 
ist Party concentration in any of the tenant councils? 

Mrs. Abrams. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you received complaints regarding 
Communist i'arty activities among these tenant councils? 

jars. Abrams. Let's put it this way: If that kind of 
activity exists, I would have no way of knowing about it, 
because that isn't my contact with the people. I meet with 
the committee of fi*« people, or once a year, maybe, I would 
be invited to a large membership meeting of theirs, where they 
want me to address them on whatever topic they are interested 

in at the time. 

Mr. Tavenaer, I would think as manager of a housing unit 
your ear would be close enough to the ground, so to speak, to 
know of conditions of this kind if they exist. 

tos. Abrams. Well, actually, I wouldn't have any direct 

knowledge of it. 

I know our council was supposed to be a very live council, 
involved in many things, but I would have no knowledge of their 
being involved in anything of any Communist nature. I would 
have no way of knowing this. 

Mr. Tavenner. We are aware of the regulation that poli- 
tical activities should not be engaged upon in the projects, 
but at the same time we know of instances in which Communist 
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Mr. Tavenner. That there were Communist Party activities 
among tenants at Williamsburg? 
Mrs t Abrams. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know any member of the Communist 

Party? 

Mrs. Abrams. No. 

Mr / Tavenner. At Williamsburg? 

Mrs. Abrams. No, I didn't. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to find out a little more 
about the various places where you have resided,, 
Where do you reside now? 

Mrs. Abrams. At 80 Winsrop Street, Brooklyn. 
Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there? 
Mrs, Abrams. About twelve years. 
Mr. Tavenner, Twelve years? 
Mrs. Abraxas. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the address on Winsrop Street? 
Mrs. Abrams. 80 Winsrop. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time where did you live? 
Mrs. Abrams. At 212 West 22nd Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been active in the American Labor 
Party work? 

Mrs. Abrams. No, 1 have not been active in the American 
Labor Party work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you registered as an American Labor 
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Party petitions are being carried for election of different 
people to offices on the Communist Party ticket. Has that 
come to your attention? 

Mrs* Abrams. We have a standing rule among our housing 
guards 9 who are supposed to be on the lookout for distribution 
of any kind of literature 9 and if they we seen to be doing 
this they would bo stopped. But it has never come to my 
attention that they even stopped them in it. In other words, 
tenants are not permitted to distribute this kind of litera- 
ture. 

Mr. Taveaner. While you were in the position of Assistant 
Manager at Williamsburg, did any Communist Party activities 
com© to your attention there aiuong tenants? 

Mrs. Abrams. There is a correction there. I was a 
Housing Assistant. £bov® me there would be an Assistant 
Maoager and above me a Manager at that time. 

Mar. Taveuner. I stand corrected. Housing Assistant. 

Mrs. Abraais. 1 would have uo contact at all with tenants 0 
associations as a Housing Assistant. 

Mr. Taveauer. Bat did it come to your attention? That 
was my specific question. 

Mrs. Abraaas. Did it come to my attention that what hap- 
pened? 

Mr. Tavenaer, 2a my way. 
Mrs, Abraxas. No. 
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Party member? 

Mrs. Abrams. I believe I did. I never engaged in any 

activity. 

Mr. Tavenner. What years do you recall did you register? 

Mrs. Abrams. I really don't remember. It must have been 
some long time ago, but I really don't remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would it have been reasonably correct to 
say between 1937 and 1946? 

Mrs. Abrams. I can't remember, I know it would have to 
be before i moved to Brooklyn because at that time I just 
stayed home and went to work. I really don't remember the 
years. It wasn't some early period. 

air. Tavenner. Was it as late as 1948? 

Mrs. Abrams. I can't say. 1 mean that must be a matter 
of record. I don't remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Committee has followed the activities 
of the Civil Rights Congress. Have you been identified with 
that organization? 

Mrs. Abrams. Mo. I a*, glad you asked me, because that 
question was oace asked me before. I know nothing about the 
Civil Rights Congress. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been connected with the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship? 

Mrs. Abrams. I have never been connected with that organi- 
zation. 



Mr. Tayewner. Did you take part in any of its meetings 
or rallies? 

Msr-s. £»raias. I have never had anything to do with it. 

Mr . Tavenner. Now,, 1 have asked you the question as to 
whether or not you were identified at any time with the Chelsea 
3ra».ch of the Communist Party and one or two other branches that 
X mentioned. I have not asked you this general question: 
Have you at any time been a member of any group of the Communist 
Party? 

fes. ^brams. Ho. 

Mr. Taveaner. Have you to your knowledge attended closed 
meetings of the Communist Party? 
Mrs. -Atorams. No. 

Mr. Taveraraer. Then, to sum up your testimony, you are 
unaware of the existence of any Communist &*arty movement in 
the field of our inquiry, that is, within city government 



MSB. Abrams. ?hat is absolutely so. 1 will make it 
even stronger. Nobody has ever approached me, and certainly I 
have never known anybody in that regard in my work in housing 
over. 

Sir. Tavenner. I have no further questions, to. Chairman. 
Mr. Sehorer. I have no questions of the witness. 
Mr. Doyle. I have no questions. 

Madam Witness, I am continuing the authority of your sub- 
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poena until May 6 of this year, at 10:00 o f clock in tUs build- 
ing, Room 618, unless you or your counsel are notified to the 
contrary „ 

Mr. Jaffa. Is that to be an open hearing, Mr. Doyle? 
Mr. Doyle. I am not sure at this time* 

Mr. Jaffa. Well, I would most certainly request that the 
most careful consideration be given to that, because you know 
the publicity of that kind is a dreadful thing for a woman in 
this position. 

Mr. Doyle. We realize that. 

Mr. Tavenner. It will be given consideration, 

Mrs. Abrams. I wonder, gentlemen, if you know how awful 
it is to road the headline in the paper and my name appeared in 
the paper and what it is to a person in my position to face 
people once you are called to a Committee of this kind and they 
have notions about you? 

Mr. Tavenner. I am glad you mentioned that because ^e 
have been very amc : , concerned, too, about that being in the 
press. 1 kno^v what you are referring to. 

Mrs. ^brams. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. We had nothing to do with it. We tried 
every way we know how to determine how that information got 
in the press 9 and we have eliminated most of the ways in which 
it could have happened. We have very strict rules in our 
Committee against it. 
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Mr # Ja£fe. I was foully zmazeti. 

Mr. Tavenner. Any employe© that would do it would be 
fired. 

Mrs. Abrams. I see. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is a position to have taken for a number 
of years.. 

Were you called by say members of the press and asked 
whether or not you had been subpoenaed? That might have beon 
a source. 

Mrs* Abrams.' No, X wnsn*t. 

£ir # Tavenner. No one c jailed you to ii&d out whether you 
had been subpoenaed? 

Mrs. Abraios. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you tell anybody? 

Mrs. Abrams. What 'happened is one Friday night 1 re- 
ceived a call and I was told I was going to be subpoenaed and 
I thought it was a hoax. I thought it was amazing 0 

Mr. Tavenuer. Who called you? 

Mrs. Abrauas. Ha said it was a Marshal. Be did say it. 
was a Marshal. l 9 of course, didn't know. £ad a week later 
I was served in my o££ic© 9 and although the people know me very 
well and like me, it was a very horrible experience. < 

Mr. Soberer. Have you axay id$a how these Ramos got in the 
newspaper? 

Mrs. Abzrams. I certainly don f t. 
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Mr. Soherer, We don't like the idea, 
Mrs. Abrams. No, 

Mr, Doyle. On the other side of that question is that we 
would not have had you here today unless our staff investigat- 
ing the problem in New York had information that you oould 
help us in this study. 

Mrs. Abrams. Yes. that I understand. 

Mr. Doyle* In some way someone has connected you with 
this problem which we are studying. Otherwise we would not 
have you here. 

Mrs. Abrams. Yes, I understand that. But the Daily News 
said something about the fourteen reds and my name was listed 
on page 2, and it takes very understanding people to understand 
that this is merely an investigating committee. 

Mr. Doyle. That is all it is, and we are in session here, 
and that is one reason we are in closed session. On the other 
hand, you can understand, and I am sure your counsel does, 
that we would not take your time and our time to have you here 
unless in some way by someone whom we believed reliable and our 
staff believed reliable you had been identified as a person 
who was close enough to this problemwhioh we are studying to 
know something about it. • 

Mrs. Abrams. Yes, 1 see. 

Mr. Jaffe. We thank you. 

Mr 4 Doyle. Thank you very much. 
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Let us call the next witness, j 
Mr. Tavenner, The next witness is Lev it an, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Doyle. The witness will please stand ana be sworn. 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Levitan. I do. 

Mr. Doyle. Please take the witness chair. 

TESTIMONY OF MEYER LEVITAN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, RALPH SHAPIRO, 9 East 40th Street, 
NEW YORK 16, NEW YORK 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Levitan, My name is Meyer Levitan. 

Mr, Tavenner, Spell your last name, please? 

Mr. Levitan, L-e-v-l-t-a-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Shapiro. Yes. Ralph Shapiro, 9 East 40th Street, 

New York 16, 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Levitan? 

Mr. Levitan. New York City, August. 19, 1911. 

Mr, Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Levitan. In Brooklyn, 2240 Burnett Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in New York constantly since 

your birth? 

Mr. fcevitau. *». 1 Mve aW0y8 ln ^ *"* 

Mr. T B ve D »er. Wi« **" « he "*»•"» 
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your educational training has been? 

Mr. Lev it an ♦ Yes # I went through the public schools of 
New York City and then New Utrecht High School; City College 
of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you obtain a degree from City College? 
Mr. Levitan. Yes. I got a Bachelor's degree in 1933 from 
City College. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what subjeet did you major? 
Mr. Levitan. History, philosophy and education.- 
Mr. Tavenner. When did you receive your degree? 
Mr, Levitan. In 1933. 

Mr, Tavenner, Were you in the armed forces? 
Mr, Levitan. No, I was not. 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee briefly what 
your record of employment has been since 1935? i 

Mr, Levitan.' Yes, 1 was unemployed briefly for the time 
after I graduated, and then I was employed on WJfA, beginning, 

I think, in 1936 or *37. I am sorry I don't remember the 

I 

easaot year. Subsequent to that I began to work for the 
Department of Welfare for a year, and then in 1941 I began 
to work for the New York Housing Authority. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity have you worked for the 
New York Housing Authority? | 

Mr. Levitan. I entered the New|5fork Housing Authority 
as a Housing Assistant and then by virtue of promotion exaiaina- 
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tions I became then an Assistant Housing Manager and then a 
Housing Manager in 1950, and 1 have been a Housing Manager 
since that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you are employed in that capacity now? 

Mr. Levitan. I am employed now as a Housing Manager, yos, 

Mr. Tavenner. At what project are you employed? 

Mr. Levitan. Van Dyke Houses in Brooklyn, Hew York. 

Mr. Tavenner. . Will you give us the names of other projects 
at which you have worked? * 

Mr. Levitan. Yes, prior to Van Dyke Houses I worked at 
Breukelen Houses and prior to that I worked at — 1 am sorry. 
After Breukelen Houses I worked at the Williamsburg Houses. 
*rior to Breukelen Houaes I worked at Jamaica Houses, which 
is a veterans* temporary project. 

Mr. Tavenner. When, and in what capacity did you work 
at Williamsburg? 

Mr. Levitan. As a Manager. I 
Mr. Tavenner. And when? I 

Mr. Levitan. I am sorry. I left Breukelen Houses in 
June of 1956 and then 1 worked for four months at Williamsburg 
Houses and then in October of i 95 6 I was transferred to my 
present location, Van Dyke Houses. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Levitan, the Committee is undertaking 
to receive testimony relating to Communist Party tactics and 
methods of infiltration into various government agencies, 
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particularly the agency with which you have been connected, 
and it is interested in learning the techniques that the 
Couanunist *>arty is using in the propegation of propaganda in 



ft© would like to inquire from you of various facts relat- 
ing to those matters,, 



ties aaiong the employees of the Authority hut also among the 
tenants in their tenant councils,, 

bo, let us begin, first, with a discussion of the employees 
in the administrative group. 

Are you aware of as organisation known as the Industrial 
Workers Branch of the Communist **arty to which a number ©f 
employees in government have apparently been assigned? 
Lav it an. i-Jo p sir, I have never . 

Mr, Taveaaer* You are not acquainted with that? 

Mr. Usjvitan. Wo, not at ail. 

Mr. Taveraaer. We have heard evidence that a number of 
government employees , including those in the Housing Authority, 
have joined at one time or another the United Public Workers 
Union, most of them Local ill, ^©r© you a member of that 
locale 

Mr. Lovitan. Yes, I was. j 

Tavenaer. over what period of time? 
Mr. Lsvifcan. I becasae a member, I believe, sometime in 



those areas. 



Mow, we are 



interested not only in Communist *>arty aotivi- 



1942., I imagine. 

Tavenner. And remained a member tow loag? 

Mr. Levitau. .And remaiaed a member until about 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for the termination of 
your membership? 

Mr. Lev it an. There were a number of reasons. One was 
the United Public Workers were expelled from the CIO for I 
think being Communistic, Communist-dominated union, and flowing 
from that it lost its effectiveness. The Housing Authority 
refused to continue negotiating or meeting with the Union and 
since for those reasons it no longer served as an avenue for 
me as an employee of the Housing Authority, 2 simply discon- 
tinued membership in the organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. During the period of your membership 
were there persons active in the work of that union or local — 
it was Local 111, was it not? 

Mr. Lev it an. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. .Tavenner. Who were known to you to be members of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Levitaa. No. Wo one so idkentified himself and I 
knew no one for any reason that I would consider a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, the United Public Workers was kicked 
out of the CIO because of Communist domination and control, that 
is correct, isn't it? 

Mr. Levitan. I believe so. 



Mr. Tavenner. What did you see in your local that would 
Justify the CIO in taking that action? 

Mr. Levitan, Frankly, actually none. I was a member of 
a group from the Housing Authority and on the occasions we 
would meet we would discuss our problems as Housing Authority 
employees. 

Let me give you an example: One of the things that con- 
cerned us at the beginning of my employment with the Housing 
Authority was that we took an examination for which the start- 
ing salary was supposed to be $1860 but we were appointed at 
$1560. That naturally , shall we say, enraged us very much and 
we were working on that problem for a number of years in attempt 
ing to change our scale from $1560 starting salary to a start- 
ing salary of $1860 or $1800. That sort of problem is what 
concerned me and those with whom I was associated as a member 
of the United Public Workers. There just weren't any discus- 
sions of any other nature except that relating to salary or — 
primarily salary, frankly, increment or cost-of-living bonuses, 
which was a serious problem for a number of years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Sid you meet with any of the members of that 
union in closed Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Levitan. No, sir. 

Mr. TayennesL. -How-many employees of the Housing Authority 

I 

were members at any one time in Local 111? 
Mr. Levitan. I really have no— 
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Mr. Tavenuey. Xn your bast judgment . 



Mr. Levitan. X really have ho way of knowing, since t just 
paid my dues, and X just didn°t know* 

ilr. Tavenner. You attended the meetings. 

Mr. Lev it an. You see, I attended meetings of Housing 
Assistants, which was just part of the Housing Authority,, just 
one category of the Housing Authority, and at that time we 
possibly had a few hundred Housing Assistants who were employed 
by the Housing Authority. Maby of them were members of the 
United Public Workers. I really don f t know. X have no 
occasion to involve myself with the number of persons who were 
members. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the UPW was kicked out of the CIO, 
did you affiliate with any other union then? 

Mr. Lev it an. At that time, around those months s I fceoame 
a Housing Manager and I felt it would not be suitable for me to 
become a member of the union in which other categories were 
member®, so I just was not a member of any organisation that 
was affiliated in any labor movement. 

Air. Tavenner. Do I understand then that you have no know- 
ledge of Communist Party membership of any employee of the 

i 

Housing Agency? : 
Mr. Levitan. That is correct. 

Mr. Taveaner. Now, let f s talk about the tenant councils. 
Kr. X/evitan. Yes. 
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104 Mr. Tavenner. Information has come to the attention of 

the Committee that in some instances tenant councils were in- 
filtrated by Communists and that Communists carried on their 
activities, propaganda, and otherwise, in those groups. One 
of the forms of activity appeared to be the circulation of 
Communist Party petitions for election to various city offices 
on the Communist Party ticket. 

Did that type of activity coma to your attention? 

Mr. Levitan. None whatsoever. None whatsoever. I would 
like to just add for the Committee* s information that in my 
projects the tenants' councils have been very weak or prac- 
tically non-existent. There is still a few persons who are 
interested in presenting problems to the management office. 
But both at JSreukelen Houses, Williamsburg Houses and Van 
Dyke Houses, in terms of a functioning council, it just isn't 
so. 

Mr. Tavenner. This goes back a little earlier than your 
employment in 1941 by the Housing Agency, but I have here a 
photostatic copy of a nomination petition for councilman on 
the Communist Party ticket for November of 1939, which carries 
the name of on© of the petitioners as Meyer Lsvitan. Will 
you examine it, please, and see if that is not a Communist Party 
petition signed by you. 

(Document handed to witness.) 

Mr. Lev it an. That is correct, sir. 
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Mr. Tnvensser. Were you a member of the Communist 
Party at that time? 

Mr. Lev it an. No, I was not. I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which your 
signature v/as obtained to this petition? 

Mr. Lev it an. I am sorry. I missed the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I say what were the circumstances under 
which your name was obtained? 

Mr. Levitan. Frankly, I haven't the faintest recollection 
o* the obtaining of the signature. The matter was brought to 
my attention about a year ago, and 1 was completely taken by 
surprise. I simply have no recollection of an occasion of any- 
body approaching m© and asking me to sign that petition. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do Identify your signature, do you not? 

Mr. Levitan. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Going back to the union for moment, were you 
acquainted with Samuel Garnett? 
Mr. Levitao. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was President of the U£W at one time, 
was he not? 

Mr. lev it an. He was President or Chairman of that local 
you mentioned. I think it is Local ill. 
Mr. Tavenner. 111? 
Mr. Levitan. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to have been a member of 
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the Communist Party? 

Mr. Levitan. No. l might say this again. When you say 
acquainted, I knew him as a person in the organization. I 
had no personal relationship with him at all as a matter of 
fact. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Jack Bigel? 
Mr. Levitan. Yes. I knew him as one of the leading mem- 
bers of the organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was ho known to you to he a siejaber of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Levitan. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you work at any time at Fort Greea 
project? 

Mr. Xovitaa. For a few months when we were renting 
apartments at Fort Green Houses in 1941 or • 42. 1 don't recall 
when we first opened the project. I was a Housing Assistant at 
that time, and for a few months the staff was enlarged ~ every, 
body comes in and helps rent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there a strike at that project at that 

time? 

Mr. Levitan. No. M the tine' X was there we had no ten- 
ants, as a matter of faot. We were just renting, and had no 
maintenance there because we were not operating the building. 
We rent prior to opening up the building. Do you see? 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time work at Breukeiea Houses. 
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Mr. Levi* an. Yes. X have mentioned that* 
Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Levitan. I worked at Breukelen Houses from November 
1950 to June 1956, 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time was there a 
strike at any time at the housing facility? 

Mr. Lev it an. I think there was a strike shortly before 
then when I was not at that project. 

Mr . Tavenner. Do you know who was the Housing Manager 
at that time? 

Mr. Levitan. I was the first Manager at Breukelen Houses. 
Mr. Tavener. Do you recall who was the superintendent 
at Breukelen > Houses? 

Mr. Levitan. At Breukelen Houses? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes., 

Mr. Levitan. Raymond LaForge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you if David Chrichtoa was 
an Assistant-*- 

Mr. Lev it an. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. —under yoif at any time? 

Mr. Lev it an. Gh # yes. He was one of the two Assistant 
Superintendents under me at the time I was at Breukelen Houses. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he in any way connected with the strike 
that I asked you about? 

Mr. Levitan. As I say while 1 was at Breukelen Houses 
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I don't believe there was any strikes. In fact, I wouldn't want 
to be positive. My recollection isn«t that good. But I am 
quite certain we had no strike of employees while 1 was at 
Breukelen Houses. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was David Chriohton employed at Fort Greene 
during the short period? 

Mr. Levitan. I believe he was employed at Fort Greene 
prior to coming to Breukelen Houses. If not immediately, he 
v/orked at Fort Green some time before coming to Breukelen 
Houses . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aware of a strike that occurred 
at that place? 

Mr. Levitan. My impression is while 1 was at the Central 
Office, which covered the period while i was an Assistant 
Housing Manager there was a strike involving maintenance 
men and firemen or both during the period, probably 1949 or 
•50. 

Mr. Tavenner. Bo you know in what way, if any David 
Chriohton was involved in that matter? 

Mr. Lovitan. No, it was something which he never men- 
tioned to me and .1 was unaware there was any connection with 
the strike. 

. Tavenner. Have you yourself at any time been a 
JSfciaber of the Communist Party while employed by the government? 
Mr. Levitan. No, sir. 
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Mr. tavenner. State government? 
Mr. 1*3 v it an. No, sir. 
Mr. Tsvenner. Or at any other time? 
Mr. Levi tan. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1?hat is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyle. Have you any questions, Mr. Seherer? 

Mr . oss her ©r . No . 

Mr. Doyle. I have no quest ions , counsel. 

I am going to direct that your subpoena, witness, be con- 
tinued in full force and effect. 

You are to report in Room 618 in this building at 10:00 
a.m., May 6, without further order. 

Mr. Shapiro. All right, sir. 

Mr. Levitaa. Thanfc you. 

Ms?. Shapiro. Thante you very much. 

Mr. Doyle. Pleas® call the next witness. 

nr. Tavenaer. The next witness will be Edwin Beer. 

Mr. Doyle. Witness, before you take your seat, will you 

please be swora? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
v/hole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Beer. J will. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you. have a chair. 



oT&Tmmri of edwin beer, accompanied by counsel r&wr 

SHAPIRO, 9 EAST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 16, NEW YORK 
Mr. Toveaner. What is your Dame, please, air? 
Mr. Beer* Edwin Beer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell your last name, please, sir. 
Mr. Beer. B-e-e-r, like the stuff you drink. 
Mr. Tavenner. X notice that the witness is accompanied 
by the same counsel as the former witness. 
When and where were you born, Mr. Beer? 
Mr. Beer. In the Btobk, New York, July 17, 35 01. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 
Mr. Beer. In the Bronx. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in the Bronx sill your life? 
Mr. Beer. All my life. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the Committee, please, what your formal 
educational: training has been. 

Mr. Beer. Well, X went to high school and college, went 
to James Monroe High School in the Bronx and I went through 
the College of the City of New York, graduated there with a 
BSS in Government and — well, the degree is Government. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year? 

Mr. Beer. 1£?C« 

sir. Tavenner. Tell the Committee, what your principal 
employment has been since graduation. 
Mr. Beer. From college? 



,|p ^ 170 

Mr . Tavenner. Yes. 
2,11 Mr. Beer, Well, I worked In the capacity of — i shoulo 

say in the moving and storage line in an office for A. bantini 
Storage Company. Their present address is 1554 at. meters 
Avenue, Bronx. And from 1940 to about »42 I went into busi- 
ness in the moving and storage line, using my previous exper- 
ience as the reason, with my brother. i went into business. 
When he was drafted we closed the business. That was about 
1942 . 

At that time I took a Civil Service t®&t for Clerk, Grade 
1 with the City of New York, and 2 beard from them sometime 
later. In the meantime, from the time that the business 
closed, 1 worked in a defense plant, for the manufacturer of 
aircraft instruments, making parts. That was the 5feo »atoh 
Company, 51 35th Street: After that I secured employment 
with the Interstate Motor Freight in two different companies. 
On© was out isa New Jersey in North Bergen and the other was 
downtown on Tenth Avenue. 1 stayed there a very short time. 
I left the last Job with the Interstate Motor freight to 
enter the city employment. That was the Hew England Motor 
Freight Company or something like that. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did your city employment begin? 

Mr. Beer. Aroftad June of 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. What type of employment was that? 

Mr. Beer. Well, I worked in the capacity of a clerk at a 



desk, and I more or less done the same work then as I am 
doing today, making entries in. a docket book. It is a sort 
of a summary o£ each case, 

Mr. Tavenner. What agency of the city government is that? 

Mr. Beer. The Municipal Court of the City of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Municipal— 

Mr. Beer. Municipal Court of the City of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that employment began in 1943? 

Mr. Beer. f 43. 

Mr. Tavenser. *43* 

Mr. Beer. That is right, sir. 

fi!r. Tavenner. Will you tell us, please, whether or not 
at any time between 1943 and the present date you have been 

aware of the existence of an organised group of the Coiiaauaist 

I 

irarty ksjowa as the Industrial Workers Branch of the Communist 
A'arty, composed in part of members employed in various city 

agencies? 

Mr. Bear. 1 have no information about such a group. I 
nmer heard of it. 

Mr. Tavonner. Have you at any time been a member of such 

a group? 

Mr. Beer. Eo 9 sir. J 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you beea a member of any group of the 
Coaaanunist Party? 

Mr. Seer. No, sir. * 

Is 
j 
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h'x, Tavenoor« Information has come to the Committee that 
a number at city employees were members of u>W. Were you a 
iae;«ber ©i that union? 

«ar. Beer. Yes, I was a member. 

f 

jur. Tavenner. Local 111? 

asr. Beer. That is right, sir. 'j 

dr. Tavenner. "Ahile a member of. Local 111, did you become 
aware of the existence of Communist Party activities by 

i 

members of that group who were employed in the city govern- 
ment? I 

Star, ileor. I was completely unaware of such a group. 

iiir. Tavenner. Well, now, aside from a group, were you 
swart- of individuals who were members of the union and who 
were members of the Communist A/arty? 

jar. Beer. Not to my know ledge, j As a matter of fact, 
i don't think there were any. j 

3ir. Tavenner . Are you aware of the location of the 

! 

Central *-laza Annex? 

Mr. Beer, I have seen it, yes ,| sir. 

iVir. Tavenner. Have you ever attpnded a meeting of the 
Communist i-arty at that place? 

Mr. Beer. I never attended a meeting of the Communist 
i-arty at the Central jflaza. f 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you attended a meeting of the Commun- 
ist i-arty at any other place? 




Mr. Beer. No 5 sir. 

Mr, Tavenner. It is noted that your name appears as one 
of those who signed a protest to the imposition of a jail 
sentence of the Communist Deputies in France, which petition 
was submitted to the French Consulate. Do you recall? 

Mr. Beer. I never signed such a document. 

Mr. Tavenner, Do you recall having signed such a docu- 
ment ? 

Mr. Beer. Never. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you permit your name to oe used on 
such a" petition? 

Mr. Beer, Mot to my knowledge, | 

Mr. Tavenner. The Manhattan and, Brooklyn sections of thy 

j 

.American Labor if arty have been shown by testimony to Lave 
been captured by the Communist jfarty and they are so aesi^natea 
by the -Attorney-General. The records, according to our in- 
vestigation, indicated that you ran for Alternate Delegate to 
the First Judicial Convention and that you were electee to 
the First and second Judicial Conventions on that ticket in 
the primary election in 1950. Do you recall that? 
Mr. Beer, Yes. 

Mr, Tavenner. What did you observe about Communist 

Jfarty activities? 

Mr, Beer, i didn«t see any Coam.unist *arty activities 
there. 
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It was a meeting where there were several speakers that 
were main speakers and they just gavej a list of the slate of 
candidates to run for office, and there v/ere acceptance 
speeches, and that v/as all* And the group voted approval or 
disapproval of candidates and that is all, 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist *'arty 

now? 

Mr. Beer. No, sir, 

Mr, Tavenner. Have you ever been a member? 

» 

Mr. Beer. I have never been a member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think we can dismiss this 
witness. 

Mr. Doyle. Congressman Soberer, have you any questions? 

Mr. Scherer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you, witness, 

Mr. Shapiro. Is there no requirement to return? 

Mr. Doyle. Ho. Thank you. 

Mr. Beer. Goodbye. 

Mr. Shapiro. Thank you very niuoh. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Tavenner, will you call your next wit- 
ness? 

Mr. Tavenner. The next witness is Sarah Dolgin. 
Mr. Doyle. Will the witness please be sworn? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell theirutb, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God. 
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Mrs. Dolgla. 1 do. 

Mr. Doyle. Have the witness chair, please. 

TESTIMONY OF SAB.".:: DOLGIN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
HAROLD DUBLIRER ( DUBLIRER & HAYDON) 52 BROADWAY, 
NEW YORK, 4, NEW YORK 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Sarah Dolgin, D-o-l-g-i-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the wituess 
please identify himself for the record. 

Mr. Dublirer. Surely. My name is Harold Dublirer. The 
firm is Dublirer & iiaydon, 52 Broadway, New York 4, New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live? 

Mrs. Dolgin. 187 6th Street, Brooklyn i, New York. 

Mr . Tavenner. Are you a native of New York? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee briefly what 
your formal educational training has been? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Yes. I have a BA degree from Hunter 
College and 30 credits towards a Master's in English Liter- 
ature from Columbia University and about 50 odd courses 
after that in a variety of subjects. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you receive your degree at 
-Mater? 

Mrs. Dolgin. 1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what field did you major? 
Mrs. Dolgin. English literature. 
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3.i7 Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed? 

airs. Dolgin. I am a Housing Manager with the Hew York 
City Housing authority. 

Air. Tavenaer. What particular project are you connectec! 

with? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Breukelen Houses. 

1*. Toveaoer. Kow long have you been connected with that 

housing project? 

Mrs. Dolgin. *iace the summer of 1957. I believe it 

was June, 

• Mr. Tavonner. When did you first become employed by 
tie New York City Housing Authority? 

Mrs. Dolgin. 1939. 1 forget the month. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been employed by it constantly 
since that period? 

tors. Dolgin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us, please, the names of 
other housing units with which you have been connected? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Weil, I will go backwards. That vouXd be 
easier. 

Before this job I was at Glennwood Houses. I opened that 
job and X worked there from the time it was opened, 1949, to 
the time 1 came to fireukelen Houses. And before that I was 
.at Edward Markum ileuses for a short time as an Assistant 
Manager, and before that - I don't remember the order. May 
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I just stfjfe them all? W 
Mr. Tavenner. It is quite all right. 

Mrs. Dolgin. Red Hook Houses, Valik houses, East River 
Houses . 

I am not sure I covered them all but X think that is all. 
Did 1 say East River Houses? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 
Mrs. Dolgin. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. A'rior to your employment by the Housing 
Authority, what positions did you have? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Mostly I was a substitute school teacher 
in New York City, the elementary schools, but X worked on and 

off, not steady. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become a member of the teachers 9 

union while teaching? 

Mrs, Dolgin. Ko, 1 wasn*t. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Committee is inquiring as to Cofcnuoiet 
j^arty activity among employees in various, state agencies ana 
particularly in the Housing ^ministration and also Communist 
activities within the tenants' council, it is anxious to 
obtain information in this very important area because oi 
the size of it and the possibilities of it, as to what tech- 
niques and tactics they used in propaganda activities within 
these groups, what their purposes are and the extent of the 
infiltration. 

Now, you as a Housing Manager may be in position to oe of 
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help to the Committee. 

We know, for instance, of the existence of an organized 
group of the Communist Party usually referred to as the 
Industrial Workers Branch of the Communist i'arty and that 
many o± the city employees in the various agencies, including 
housing, were assigned to that organization by the Communist 
Party. 

We have information that you were requested to transfer 
to that party at one time, though our information is you did 
not. 

Mrs. Dolgia. I don't understand you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Our information is that you were 
requested to transfer to this branch of the Communist Party, 
that is, the Industrial Workers Branch. 

Mrs. Dolgin. I was\ never a member of the Communist i-arty. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, tell us what you know about that 
branch of the Communist Party, if anyone solicited you to 
transfer , 

Mrs, Dolgin. I am not sure what you are talking about. 
You say attendance association branch? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. flight now I am asking you about this 
branch of the Communist Party referred to as the Industrial 
Workers Branch, 

Mrs. Dolgin. I don't know anything about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lave you ever heard of it? 
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Mrs. Dolgin. No, I never heard of it, 

Mr , Tavenuer. Do you recall having been solicited to 
transfer your membership to any branch of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Dolgin. I was never a member of the Communist Party, 
so 1 don f t see how 1 could be asked to transfer. 

Mr. Tavenoer. He^ardless, i am not saying whether you 
were or were not, 

Mrs. Dolgin. Yes. 

tor. Tuveuuer. But were you solicited to join? 

Mrs. Dolgiu. Solicited to join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Faveuner. Were you solicited to transfer your member- 
si ip to this Brand" of the Communist Party that I have referred 
to? 

Mrs. Dol&in. Well, 1 can only answer, as I have just 
answer e^d, if you asked me am I or was I a member of the 
Communist Party, I told you I wasn f t and I am not, 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 411 right, 

Mrs. Dolbin. Then would you repeat your second question? 
Mr. Taveuaer. Then were you asked, nevertheless— 
Airs. Dolgin, Nevertheless? 
Mr. Tavenner. —to trausfer membership. 
Mrs. Dolgin. Well, I will say no, 
mr . Tavenner. Well, you say you will say no? 
Airs. Dolgin. No, The question isn't quite clear. But 
in order to answer it to the best of my ability and cooperate 
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with you, ?/.<■> answer is no. 

air. Tavenuer. Do you recall over having had a discussiou 
of t at subject, that is, your membership in the Industrial 
Workers lira no J. of t'.e Communist party? 

ill's. Dolgiu. Ho, 

,Vlr. Tavonnor. You say you were ueVer a L.ojJ>er of the 

Comi..u n is t £ ar t y . 

Mrs. Dolgin. That is correct. 

tfr. Tavenaer. Were you ever solicited to become a member 
uf Bl ,y or iibc-- of ^oup of the Communist Party while you were 
obeyed by the housing Authority? 

Mrs. Dolgin. No. No one asked me to join the Communist 

i- arty . 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your experiences as housing Manager 
bring you to a realization that tJ.ero was an organization 
of t/.at type among employees? 

Mrs, Dolgin. No. I think that if there were I probably 
would have --eard of it and I never heard of it, so therefore 
I would assume that there wasn't suci- an organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, with regard to the tenants' council, 
did you become aware of any Communist Party activities among 
thorn? 

Mrs. Dolgin. No, sir, I didn't. 

■r. Tavonner. <Vere any complaints ever made to you that 
Communist Party petitions were being circulated among these 



tenant councils? 

Mrs. Dolgin. No, 

Mr. Tavenner. When I say petitions, I mean petitions 
for elections to positions in the City of New York on the 
Communist Party ticket. 

Mrs. Dolgin. No. 

to. Tavenner. When were you at East River Houses? 

Mrs. Dolgin. I can't think right now. Let »».e try to 
think back. This is a guess. I can't swear. I would say 
somewhere between 1840 and 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you the Housing Manager there? 

Mrs. Dolgin. No. There I was a H 0 using assistant. 
That was before I became even an Assistant Manager, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what was your duty as Housing Assist- 
ant? 

Mrs. Dolgin. iit that particular project? 
to. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Dolgin. I don't recall it, because it varied 
somewhat, you know, from project to project, but I can tell 
you the general duties of Housing Assistant. Vhe general 
duties are to assist the Manager io the efficient and economic 
operation of the project, and uaore specifically that means 
collecting the rents, handling complaints, making sure that 
the apartments are not damaged and kept in good repair, 
referring people in trouble to social agencies. Well, real 
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business plus a social ting* to *.t # 



Lr # Tuvsnner, 2 had understood that a person in your 
position ^oulo al&o liancle applicants Jter adii.isysion a& 
tenants % 

ias. jt'Olgiu. At one tii^e I believe that was true but for 
a great tuany y tiara, 1 m* protty re uefore the tii>,o that I 
cuuv to ,:,o^t itiv«r loxxses. tbe housing i.utl-ority had a cexrtral 
implications office, and t* e project staff does not process 
applications, i.o you see? Wo lave the Central Oifice antf 
there is a central applications office within that central 
of £ ice # 

Mr* 7n vernier, lull, the practice must certainly vary, 
thou, in the different projects, oecause as 1 understand we 
have hoard oti <erwiiin irow other witnesses. 

airs. i'Olgiu, At fc! o very opening of the Housing Author- 
ity, I believo, I can't swear, but to my recollection applica- 
tions "wero processed at the project nut 1 dou v t tliini: it was 
i*ioro than a year or two after that, or tlreo, at the i»o*jt, 
that a central applications office was established. 

Now, 1 have heard, but again i am not aure, that recently 
one or two projects where they wanted to give white prefer- 
ence, or something like that, they also established a local 
office, but X can f t even verify that, because I am so busy 
with my own job that 1 don f t ask about others, 

Mr # Tavenner. How long would it normally take to process 
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an application? 



Mrs. Dolgin. The actual number of hours, or from the 
time the tenant applied until the tenant got an apartment? 

Mr. Tavenner. From the time the tenant applied until 
they got a response to their application. 

Mrs. Dolgin. Well, the first response they get is simply 
a little card acknowledging their application. 

Mr. Tavenner. By response I meant by the time they got 
the apartment . 

Mrs. Dolgin. 3y the time they got the apartment, that 
varies a great deal. It depends on the particular project 
they are applying for. If they are applying for a project 
that is not too popular at the moment, they would get in very 
quickly. If they applied for a project everybody wants to go 
to, they would be on a long waiting list, 

Mr, Tavenner. How was it at East River? 

Mrs. Dolgin. At the time I was there? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. X believe you were there in *4*5. 

airs. Dolgin. I may have been, X can»t swear. I could 
figure it out if 1 had, you know, a few minutes, 

Mr , Tavenner. Who v/as the Manager at that time there? 

Mrs. jjolgin. X think there were two managers. No, Mr. 
Jack Levins was t*e Manager, 1 think, at that time. 

Ate". Tavenner. I»oes that help you to fix the date? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Let k@ think. I have to think backwards. 



i can*t think by dates. But I can, if you give i*.e a couple of 
miautes with a pencil and paper, figure it out. 

Mr # Tavenxier, i will see if I can refresh your recollec- 
tion about this. >vas SOiiya Oslo the Manager at East ftiver? 

Mrs. bulgin. ->sla — ^usler. fee had a bony a Ousler who was 
a aianager. 

Mr. Tavonuer. You have tuld us Sir. Levine was. 
ill's, uoigitf. Yes. 

Air. Tavenuwr, And you told us it could have been in f 46 
instead of '45, I believe. 

Mrs. I>olgin. I don't know. 
i'iT. Tavenner. At that time — 
Mrs. Dolgln. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. —tell us as nearly as you can what period 
of timd it, would take to process an application. 

Mrs. Lolgin. hell, I would first like to tell you op 
which I base my guess. ;1 Dasea it on the fact that our pro- 
gram was not as large then as it is now, and even though we 
have had a great many in~migrants now, that the demand was 
higher then. Therefore, I would assume four months, but it 
is a guess. i must insist it is a guess. Do you see? 

Mr. Tavenner. If a person obtained an apartment in 
forty-eight hours at that place, it would be a very unusual 
thing, vouldn*t it? 

Mrs. Dolgin. &rcept for one possible situation. We have 
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certain top priorities. A burned-out family or a homeless 
family might get an apartment even now within forty-eight 
hours, depending upon the priority of the family. 

Mr. Tavenner. So there was a way to get preference if 
the proper person were seen and the oiroumstances justified 
it? 

Mrs. Dolgin. Yes, oertainly. We still have that today. 
We have an emergency application office. 
Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Well, is there any information you can give this Committee 
regarding Communist i'arty activities in the field of govern- 
ment? 

Mrs. Dolgin. There is no Communist *arty activities that 
have come to my attention. If there were I should be very 
happy to give it to the Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyle, Have you any questions, Congressman Coherer? 

Mr. Scherer. No. 

Mr. Doyle. Madam ftitness, 1 am continuing your subpoena 
in full force and effect until May 6th in this building, iloom.... 
618, at 10:00 a.m. 

I wish to assure you, witness and counsel we would have 
not taken your ti*£ or ours either to have you hcas toaay 
unless our staff had believed it was reliably informed that 
you could help us in this study. 
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Mrs.* D<^gin. - I will -toe very happy to come. 
Bar. Dohrle. That is one reason why we are continuing your 
subpoena tq that date. 



Mr. Dublirer. Very well. 

r- 

Mrs. Dolgin. Thank you very much. 



Mr". Doyle. Thank you very mucy. 

fthe Subcommittee will stand in recess until 9:30 tomorrow 

mo/'ning in Room 414 of the Ambassador Hotel. 

•'• < 

\ (thereupon, at 4:40 p.m., Thursday, February 27, 1958, 

t 

the Subcommittee recessed to reoonvene at 9:30 a.m., Friday, 
Februa^K28, 1068, in Room 414, the Ambassador Hotel, New 
York, New York.) ^ 



